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ISSUE 11 (Short supply) £5 (USS10) Doctor Who. 
Feature Recording BSB Weekend Links": Video review 
Dommalors; Ouanfuni Leap. Book review Ghosl and the 
Gumshoe: Red Dwarf 1: Episode Guide. Robin of 
Sherwood. FPCPPraei. Michael: fiesiitock Swords ol 
Wayland”: Slar Trek. Book reviews Tears ol Ihe Sing- 
ers, Pawns and SymPols: Video review Eps 57/60: SIsr 
Trek: The Next Generation: Book review Eyes ol the 
Beholders: interview De Lands, John-Actor Q: Poster 
Artwoft of Enterprise (A3); rimeslip. Feature O/erviewi 
interview Pi 2/2. 


ISSUE 13 £3 (short supply) (USS6) Blake's T. FPCP 
Redemption-Jenna S Blake; Ebshfik* Redemption"; 
Doctor WhO'. Book reviewCurse of Feniic; FPCP 
Battlefeld-Bngadier Featore Lost Moments PI 2/2; 
/nterview Courtney, Nicholas-Aclor Brig"; Power 
Themes ’9tt Record Rvw Prisoner Feature Overview; 
fled OwarT Book review Better Than Life; Red Dwarf 3; 
Episode Guicfe; Star Trek. Video review Eps 63/64: Star 


ISSUE 10 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) Children of 
the Stones. Flashbatdr Pt 2/2; Doctor Who Book review 
Mission to Magnus; FPCP Rasunection Oaleks-Dalek; 
interview Martin, John Seott-'Lord'Daiek"; Video review 
Web Planet; Quantum Leap. BookreviewThe 
Beginning: Star Trek Book review Killing Time; Book 
review Lost Years; Video review Eps 55i56; Slar Trek; 
The Next Generation; Episode Guide Season 3: 20-26: 
Vioto review Season 2 Rental *2 (Q Who^issaiy): 
Timeslip. FPCP Russell, Iris-Actress, Liz’s mother 
Fea/ure Overview/interview Pt 1/2"; UFO. FPCP Ed 
Straker; Feature Series overview". 


ISSUE 12 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) Doctor 
Who. Book reviewGhost Light Book rewew Survival; 
FPCP Ark in Space-Dr 4 with yo-yo: Feature Lost 
Momenls-Ptl/2"; Interview Shatjan, Neii-Aclor Sil; 
Flash: FPCP Flash, The; Feature Series preview"; fled 
Dwarf 2. Episode Guide; Space f99S. FPCP Earth- 
bound-Kaldonan ship in dock; Flashback Earthbound"; 
W Trek: Book review Enemy Unseen; Book review 
Mindshadow; Video review Eps 61/62; Star Trek; The 
Next Generation: Book review Encounter at Farpoint; 
Interview Zimmerman, Herman-Oesigner. 


Star Trek: Book review Flag Full of Stars; Book review 
Crisis on Centaurus; Book review Prime Oirecdve; 
Video review Eps 75/76; Star Trek; The Next 
Generation. Feature Conspiracy-BBC cuts"; 

Inierview Cury, Dan & Ron Moore-SFX Pt 1/3". 

ISSUE 19 £3 (short supply) (U$$6) Blake's 7 Book 
revrewTechnical Manual; inierviewTuddenham, 

Peter- Voice ZeiVOrac...; Doctor Who. FPCPCeleslial 
Toymaker-Steven & Dodo; Fiashback Mission to Ihe 
Unknown; InierviewLane, Jackle-Aclress, Dodo"; Joe 
9D. Video reviewVol 7; flebine/ Sherwood: Video 
review Greatest Enemy; Space 1993. Episode Guide 
Season 1: Eps 17-24; Star Trek Video review Eps 77/ 
79; Slar Trek: The Next Generation-. Book review 
Vendetta; FPCPPIming model of Enterprise; Interview 
Cuny, Dan 4 Ron Moore-SFX F12/3"; Twin Peaks 
FeaiureSeriesoveiview"; V Video review Mini-series 

ISSUE 20 £3 (Short supply) (US$6) Adam Adamant 
Lives!-. Video review Vintage Year/Death 1 000 Faces: 
Anderson, Sylvia: inleniewFromTvnzzlelo Space 
1999”; Doctor Who: Book review Timewyrm:1: 
Genysys; interview Nathan-Tumar, John-Yeais tapes; 
VrdM review Hartnell 8 Troughion Years; Moonbase 
}. Flashback Behemoth; Robin of Sherwood Video 
review Heme's Son; Star Cops Video review 
(3omplele senes; Star Trek Book review Renegade; 
Book reviewTriangte; Next Generation: Episode 
Guide Season 4: 13-18; FPCP Legacy-Riker holding 
Yarts sister; interview Curry, Dan 8 Ron Moore-SFX R 
3/3"; Thunderbtrds: FPCP Lady Pen^ope in manor, 
full cost.; Twilight Zone (origf Book review Visions ol 
The Twilight Zone; 

ISSUE 21 Abineri.John: iniemewAclor-Doctoi 
Who.Robin Sherwood"; Slakes T. FPCPServalan; 
InleiviewPearce.Jacgueline-ActissSenralan"; Video 
review Eps 17-20; Doctor Who. Book review 
Battlefield; interview Hodgson. Brian 8 Dick Mills-Snd 
FX; Vi(^ review Three Doclore; Video review Masgue 
ol Mandragora; Max Headroorrr. Flashback Channel 4 
pilot; Bob/rt of Sherwood. FPCP Heme the Hunter; 
Star Trek; The Next CMeration; Episode Guide 
Season 4; 1 8-26; FPCP Suddenly Human-Picard 8 
Jono: interview Stiltwell, Ehc-Scipl Co-Oid"; 

ISSUE 22 £3 (short supply) (US$6) Alphacon, Ihe 
Video. Video leviewFandeison’sSpace:! 999 
overview; Chimera-. FPCP Chad in bee; Inierwew 
Gallagher, Stepkien-Authoi”; Doctor Who. Book 
review ■nmewyrm:2:Exodus; Dominick Hide; Vkieo 
review Ripside and Another Flip...; Frakes, Jonathan: 
interview MextGen-during Season 4 Next G"; 
Hancock, Prenlis interview Actor - Doctor 
Who,Spaoe:1999; Parker Lewis Can'tlose FPCP 
Ms Musso and Parker; Feature fled Dwarf 4. 
Episode Guide; flobrn of Sherwood Video review 
PowerotAltxon to Sheriff of Non.. Space 1939; 
Inlervieu Hancock, PreBs-Aclor; Star Trek Book 
review Legacy; Star Trek: The Next Generation: 
Book review Boogeymen; FPCP Fiisl Conlact-Riker 8 
loving nurse; Tripods Feature Lost third sason. 


ISSUE 16 £3 (short supply) (USS6) Seaufy and Ihe 
Beast Book review Song ol Orpheus: Blake's T. Video 
review Eps 13-16; Boucher, Chris: interview Blake's 7, 
Doctor Who-P1 1/2; Doctor Who. Feature New book 
senes-Timewyrm; Poster Five Doclors-lun at 
pholocall..(A3); Doomwalch: Video review PlasbciRal/ 
Red Sky/Killed T Wren; Space 1999; Episode Guide 
S^on 1: Eps 9-16; Star Cops FPCP Astronaut on 
Mars; flashback Little Green Men 8 Other Martians"; 


ISSUES1-4So1d Out 

ISSUE 5 (very short supply) £10 (USS20| Beauty 8 
Beast Book review, Stake's 7 Book review Avon, A 
Terrible Aspect: FtashbackThe Way Bac* (Ep 1): Doctor 
Who. Book review Remem of Oaleks; FPCP Survival- 
Ace (green eyes); interview Barton, William-Actor Midge; 
Poster Power Daleks-Dr2(A38izB); fleview Survival"; 
Video review War Games; Star Trek Book review Kling- 
on Gantit; FPCP Apple- Vaal 8 Co; Video review Eps 
37/38": Star Trek; Next Generation. Ep Guide Season 
2:6-14; VideoreviewSkinolEvilNeutraiZone; Starr's 
7:The Next Degeneration-. Comic Strip 5:Bang!; Sur- 
vivors'. fnlerv/ewMcCullodi, lan-Actor, Greg Pieston. 

ISSUE 6 (very short supply) £10 (US$20) Doctor Who: 
FPCP Power Daleks-Dr2 in TARDlS; Feature Di2 over- 
view"; Feature Longleal 1990 Exhibition Guide; Video 
review Dalek Invasion Earth; Video rev/ewMind RcMier: 
Moonbase3 RashbackOeparture8 Arnval(Epl); 
Quantum Leap. FPCP Artwork; Review First UK 
blowing”; Star Trek Book reviews Shadow Lord, Rules 
ol Engagement; FPCP Journey to Babel-Sarek 8 Aliens; 
Video review Eps 39/48"; Next General/on: Book 
review Metamorphosis: Episode Guide Season 2: 15-22; 
TV SP. Book review Encyclopedia TV SF; Ultima Zone: 
Comic Strip 1. 

ISSUE 7 (short supply) £5 (USS10) Doctor Who: FPCP 
Power Daleks-Di2 sees danger Feature Power of the 
Daleks": Interview Madoc, Philip-Actor, villain: Jupiter 
Moon. FPCP Anna Began! 8 Victoria Frobisher; Feature 
Cast comments"; Out of Ihe Unknown. Fiashback 
Sucker Bail: Slar Trek Book reviews Prometheus 
Deagn. Pandora Prindple; Video levtewEps 49/50; HexI 
Generation: Book reviewGulliver’s Fugitives, Episode 
Guide Season 3; 1-5; FPCP Cmsher, Dr Beverly (Season 
3): Feature Sar^ 8 Season 3 update; interview McFad- 
dw, Gates-Aclress"; Ultima Zone. Comic Strip 2. 

ISSUE 8 (short supply) £5 (USS10) Doctor Who; FPCP 
Power Daleks-Dalek creature; FPCP Brain of Morbius-Dr 
8 Morblus bust; interview Dodd, Derek-Set Designer/ 
Power"; Wdeo/eviewBrainofMotbius"; Video renew 
Five Doctors"; Gerry Anderson: Book reviewComptete 
GA Episode Guide; Star Trek Book renew Doctor's 
Orders; Book review Spock's World (p/b); FPCP Wort in 
the Fold; interview Theiss, V/illiam Ware-CoslDes.": 
Video review Eps 51/52; Star Trek: Next Generation: 
E/xsode Guide Season 3: 6-12; Interview Theiss, William 
Ware-CostOes."; Tom. People (TOs): Flashback Slaves 
of Jedikiah; Ultima Zone. CmicSIripZ. 

ISSUES (very short supply) £10 (US520) Blake's 7 
FPCP Avon and Gaily; interview Darrow, Paul-Actor 
Avon", CaptainScarlel...:Bookreview»\:Chlldrenof 
the Slones Flashback Pt 1/2; Doctor Who. FPCP 
Attack of Cybennen-Cytierman; Feature Cybemien"; 
/n/en4ewTamm, Maiy-Aclress companion: Star Trek 
BookreviewBlack Rre; Video review Eps 53/54; Star 
Trek: The Next Generation. Book review Doomsday 
Wortd; Episode Guide Season 3: 1 3-1 9; FPCP Measure 
ol Man-Piker 8 Data’s arm; Feature Lost 6rsl season 
story: Video renew Season 2 Rental kl 8‘sell-lbnj'": 
Thunderbirds; Book reviewCallingThunderhirds (#2). 


Trek: The Next Generation: Book review Exiles: FPCP 
BaRle-Picard8 Ferengi; Feature Feiengi overview 
(Seasons 1-3)". 

ISSUE 14 (Bumper Issue, very short supply) £t0 
(USS20) Allen Nation flvf. Feature, Avengers Book 
review T oo Many Targets: Beauty and the Beast 
Interview Acovwte, Jay-Actor Joe Maxwell DA: 
interview McHatSe, St^en-Aclor Gabriel”; Blake’s 7 
interview Croucher, Biian-AcIorTravise2: Doctor Who: 
FPCPLeisureHIve-CoslumeOesign Pomana; Feature 
Ace retrospecUve; Poster RememP Daleks-Ace,Dr7 (A3 
size): Hutteon, June: /nterview Dr Who, B’sT.Survtvors 
(Cost Des)": Moondiaf Video review; Hew Avengers: 
Video review Eagle's NesVGladiaiois; Qualermass 4: 
RashbackPari 1/2 (8 col pic): Slar Cops Episode 
Guide Complele series"; Star Trek. Book review Home 
is the Hunter; Feature Androids": Feature BBC Season 
1 cuts; Video renew Eps 65/66; Star Trek: The Next 
Generation: FPCP Brotheis-Dr Noonian Soong; FPCP 
Wort (Season 1 ); Feature Androids; Interview Dorn, 
Michael-Actor Wort Pt 1/2"; Vmeslip. Episode Guide 
(Complete series (8 colour pic): Twilight Zone (orig): 
Video review Vo1s1.288. 

ISSUE IS (short supply) £5 (USS10) Beauty and the 
Beast Book review Above ana Below; Blake's 7. Video 
review Eps 1 -8; Doctor Who: Feature Curse of Fenric- 
making video; Prisoner Book review Prisoner 
(translation ol French Bk); Qualermass 4: FPCP 
Cuatetmass after Wembley Stadium: Fiashback Part 21 
2"; fled Dwarf 4: FPCP Holly; tntemewKiylen, 

Rimmer 8 Holly"; Star Trek Book review Demons; 
Feature Advert for Power Gen shares; Vkteo renew Eps 
67/70; Star Trek: The Hexi Generation Episode Guide 
Season 4: t -6; FPCP Hollow Puisuils-Pkard as 
Cavalier; Feature Hdodeck"; interview Oom, Michael- 
AclorWorfR2a 

ISSUE 16 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) Avengers: 
/nlernewMacnee, Palrick-ActorStert": BMutyand 
the Beast Book review Masques; Doctor Who-. FPCP 
Davison, Peter wHh Cyberman b'hind; interview 
Davison, Peter-Aclor DrS"; Video review Krotons; 

Video renew Curse of Fenric (extended); Doomwalch: 
Flashback Iron Doctor Star Trek Book review Ghost- 
Walker; Video review Eps 71/72; Slar Trek.' The Next 
Generation: Book review Fortune's Li^t; Episode 
Guide Season 4: 7-12; FPCP Icarus Factor-Klingon; 
Future tCingons; interview Frakes, Jonathan-Direcling 
Olfspmg; Interview Lauriston, Peter-Video Effects. 


FPCP : Full-page Colour Picture 
" Indicates colour feature 
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Scanned by Zeg 

News 


Our acclaimed round-up of news and events a 
affecting the TV Zone... ^ 

Johnny Goodman 


Meet the man who's been involved in many a q 
series, from The Saint through The O 

Champions. The Baron to The Persuaders 

Letters 


Comments, ideas and criticisms from our 
postbag 

Reviews 

12 

Books: Star Trek's The Romiilan Prize. 
Videos: Doctor Who; The Keeper of 
Traken and The Invasion. The UFO 

15 

Documentary Next Generation Vols 68. 69. 

Deep Space Nine: Emissary. Myth Makers: 

Dicks and Letts 

Audio: Doctor Who; Toinh of the Cybermen. 

Next Generation: Contamination. Deep 

Space Nine and The Outer Limits 

Deep Space Nine 


The enthusiasm of Siddig El Fadil's 
character Dr Bashir stems from the actor's 
personality 

New Doctor Who Adventure 

20 

Christopher Bulis has decided to send the 
Doctor to a paradi.se. or has he,..? 

Classic star Trek 

24 

It's time to catch up with our episode 

guide, so here'.s Season 2 

Blake’s 7 

26 


Mai}' Ridge talks about directing for the 
series, and de.stroying the Liberator... 

Fantastic Journey 

Come with us on a trip through the 
Bermuda Triangle in this 'TOs series 

James Bree 

A man of many faces and many pans, 
more often being killed... 


30 


Front Cover Shahna amd Kirk 117 to escape The Gamesters of Triskelion in the 
classic Star Trek story of the same name 




I Editorial 


So. Doctor Who looks to be materializing on our 
screens again. Fans will know how over the 
years, there have been points when the series' 
future has been uncertain, and this must be one 
of the most important points in its history. If this 
new production is successful, then a whole new 
series seems much more likely. 

Unfortunately, the production is also going to 
come under close scrutiny from all those who 
want to see the series back, for whatever reason. 
Let us hope that the end product satisfies the 
needs of the majority. No doubt we're going to 
hear a lot about the objectives of the new 
production team over the coming months. 

Time will tell, probably in more ways than one... 
The next issue of T\' Zone is published 22"*^ July. 

Jan Vincent-Riidzki 
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Compiled by Dominic May. 
Stuart Clark, and Edwin Yau 


Small to Big 
Screen 

The cinema seems to be running 
out of original ideas if the cur- 
rent slate of films based on tv 
formats is anything to go by. 
Prelude Pictures plans to update 
the 'bOs Irwin Allen series Lost 
in Space for the big .screen. The 
proposal submitted to Para- 
mount Pictures is for a straight- 
forward but humorous update 
for Summer 1994 budgeted be- 
tween $40-50 million to cover 
high-tech special effects. 

Also upcoming are Addams 
Family Values, which Barry 
Sonnenfeld has been directing 
since February with virtually all 
the cast from the first film re-en- 
listed. The Beverly Hillbillies 
directed by Penelope Spheeris. 
The Flintstones directed by 
Brian Levant with John Good- 
man as Fred. Rick Moranis as 
Barney. Elizabeth Perkins as 
Wilma and Rosie O'Donnell as 
Betty plus Halle Berry and Kyle 
MacLachlan (Jim Henson’s 
Creature Shop is providing the 
prehistoric animals). The Fugi- 
tive starring Harrison Ford as Dr 
Richard Kimble, which Andrew 
Davi.s is controlling and Bat- 
man: The Animated Movie 
(based on the animated series) 
with Kevin Conroy and Mark 
Hamill voicing Batman and the 
Joker. Not forgetting the forth- 
coming film to be based on Star 
Trek: The Next Generation. 

Animation 

The Museum of the Moving Im- 
age and Channel 4 are offering 
four professional residences to 
enable animators to develop 
ideas at the MOMI for potential 
commissioning by C4 under the 
supervision of producer Lisa 
Beattie. The winners receive a 
fee and budget of nearly £4.000. 
Details and application forms 
from Nick Golding (07 1)815 
1376. 

A pilot soap opera. The Bark- 
ers. in which all the characters 
are played by dog puppets, is be- 
ing produced by comic musician 


Who 

As TV Zone went to press, ru- 
mours were flying thick and fast 
about a revival of fortunes for 
two cult tv Time travel shows. 
Now. as you know, we're cer- 
tainly not the kind of magazine 
to give prominence to coverage 
of mere rumours — but in this 
case, since both of the pro- 
grammes are so monumentally 
popular with our readers, we 
thought we’d make an exception. 
Doctor Who is back... or so the 
story goes. Quantum Leap will 
live on into a sixth season... so 
they .say... 

Doctor Who's return will report- 
edly take the form of a made-for- 
IV movie pre.sentation. There has 


Neil Innes for HTV. 

A second series of Meridian's 
Wizadora is in production for 
screening on ITV in the Autumn. 
Saban International has pro- 
duced 20,000 Leagues in Outer 
Space, an animated futuristic up- 
date of the Jules Verne classic. 
Centra! TV has .set up a new ani- 
mation arm. Central Animation, 
under controller of children’s 
programmes, Lewis Rudd. Cen- 
tral has three animation series in 
the ITV Autumn schedule. The 
Dreamstone. Treasure island 
and Astro Farm. 

Who Quality 

Steve Roberts of the ‘Doctor 
Who Restoration Team’ informs 


been no official confirmation of 
casting, hut those pesky rumours 
continue to suggest that the story 
will feature some, if not all, of 
the surviving Doctors. Ever- 
popular ex-W'ho director 
Graeme Harper is being widely 
touted as the project’s director, 
with Adrian Wrigglesford (co- 
collaborator of Virgin's Doctor 
Who Monater Book) rumoured 
to have written the screenplay. 
And if any of that hasn ’/ been 
wild enough for you... Other un- 
substantiated whisperings have 
hinted that a new Doctor will 
emerge from this production, 
paving the way for a new series, 
produced by Graeme Harper! 


us that the restoration of The Am- 
bassadora of Death is not ‘virtu- 
ally complete’ because ’the 
colour strobing effects have not 
been overcome... No attempt has 
been made to restore episodes 
two. three and four, as the col- 
our tapes are too badly pat- 
terned. James Russell is still 
working on a video proccs.sor to 
remove or reduce the colour pat- 
terning'. For now. the restora- 
tion is ’on hold'. 

Technology 

Digital technology means that 
by 1998 up to 10 terrestrial chan- 
nels could be receivable by 
some parts of the UK (six in 
London) and that by 2013 a fur- 


If all that’s true, they'll have to 
be quick — the reported plan is 
for the production to air close to 
Doctor Who’s 30th Anniver- 
sary on November 23^*^. 

In view of this rumour. Reel time 
Productions have postponed 
their Downtime video. 
Quantum Leap is allegedly 
about to be given a new lease of 
life. Negotiations to secure pro- 
duction of a sixth season have 
apparently come about as a re- 
sult of Quantum Leap’s ratings 
success in the UK. 

Next issue... Will we be waking 
up to discover this has all been a 
dream'? Or is this cult television 
— but not as we know it ? 


ther 60 could be available ac- 
cording to the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission as digital 
signals occupy le.ss bandwidth 
than existing PAL signals, Digi- 
tal implementation would be 
based around a simulcasting pol- 
icy to enable a phu,sed introduc- 
tion to the .system, so that 
terrestrial broadcasters could 
transmit in both formats. How- 
ever. the government is ex- 
pected to limit the number of 
extra new channels to preserve 
its income from ITV franchise 
holders, whose profitability 
would be severely limited by fur- 
ther competition. 

Video discs can currently store 
only 72 minutes of data. To 


counter this. Philips will mtro- 
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Video Update - The Story So Far 

(Please note The list is subject to change) 

"ju/y 

Sapphire and Steel 6 
The Last of the Mohicans: 3.4 
Space: 1999 13.14 
The Persuaders two volumes 
Doctor Who The Silurians (re-coloured/double-pack) 

30 Years at the BBC Radiophonic 
Workshop (Sound FX CD) £1 1 .99 
Red Dwarf 1 The End/ Waiting for God 
ST:DS9 Episodes 2-5 

August 

ST:TNG: 2 releases Season 6 
ST:DS9 2 releases 
Department S 3/4 
The Zoo Gang 1/2 
Timeslip 3 The Year of the Bum-Up 
Thriller 1/2 

Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) 6 
2nd Doctor Who The Curse of Peladon 

The Power of the Daleks (audio) 

September 

6th Doctor Who. The Chase /Remembrance of the Daleks 
(Stereo) - Dalek boxed set with Dalek booklet £29 99 

•Paradise of Deaf/) (Audio) j 

Survivors. Gone to the Angels/Garland's War (Eps 5/6)] 

• Starvalion/Spoil of War (Eps 7/8) 

The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy (complete senes 
doublepack) 

October 

4th Doctor Who The Trial of a Time Lord 

(TARDISbox set) £34.99 
:Fury from the Deep (Audio) 

^Uovember 

|tst Doctor Who The Two Docfors (doublepack) 

: Pesurrecfton of the Daleks 

To Be Scheduled... 

Survivors Law and Order/The Future Hour (Eps 9/1 0) 
Revenge/Something of Value (Eps 11/12) 

The Making of Blake's 7 

Single tapes are normally priced at £1 0.99 with doublepacks 
£16.99. BBC Audio releases retail at £7.15 and compose two 


From ITC, 3 tapes of Classic 
TV Heaven — The 50s, 60s 
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duce a carousel CD-I player that 
plays a film continuously from 
two discs during 1994, The com- 
pany has also involved itself 
with Lucas Arts Entertainment 
to produce Rebel Assault, a 


game sequel to Star Wars fea- 
turing original film clips. An in- 
teractive video game for 
multi-players based on Steven 
Spielberg's forthcoming dino- 
saur epic, Jurassic Park, will be 
released by California-based 
.IDO in October incorporating 
footage from the movie. Mean- 
while Viacom New Media is de- 
veloping Dracula Unleashed, 
an interactive Horror film for 
various video game formats. 

Satellite 

The Astra 1C satellite was suc- 
cessfully launched on May 12. 
BSkyB's planned pay-TV pack- 
age will be called Sky Basic and 
commences from October I . 
with 10 channels now expected 
to cost £6 per month (free to sub- 
scribers of the movie channel). 
To offset potential initial reduc- 
tions in advertising revenue, 
some of the service will be made 
available to Scandinavian and 
Benelux countries via Filmnet. 
(he Brussels-based pay channel. 


Book Update - The Story So Far 

(Please note* The list is subject to change) 

'July 

1 5th ST' The Galactic Whirlpool (David Gerrold) £3.99 
Doctor Who Shadowm/nd (Chris Bulls) 

: Power of the Daleks (John Peel) 
ust 

STTNG Make-Up FX Journal (Michael Westmore 

and Joe Naziaro) £6.99 
(may be delayed!) 

^9th ST 61 From the Depths (Victor Milan) £3,99 
Doctor Who. Birthright (N\ge\ Robinson) 

Evil of the Daleks (John Peel) 

26th ST: Who Killed Captain Kir/r? (Graphic Novel - Peter 
David, Tom Sutton & Gordon Purcell) 

September 

16th Star Trek Universe (Jacqueline Lichtenberg, 

Sondra Marshak & Joan Winston) £4.99 
Doctor Who; Invasion/Silver Nemesis (reprint) 

Iceberg (David Banks) 

The Sixties (Howe/Stammers/Walker, 
paperback) 

23rd STTNG 27: Guises of the Mind (Rebecca Neason) 
October 

20th ST 62: The Great Starship Race (Diane Carey) £3.99 
Doctor Who The Scripts: Pirate Planet (unconfirmed) 
21st Bloodheat (Jim Mortimer) 

The Deemons/Leisure Hive (reprint) 

Time Frame (David Howe) 

November 

15lh ST The Pr/ce of fhe Phoenix (reprint) 

(Sondra Marshak & Myrna Culbreaih) £3.99 
Doctor Who: The Scripts: The Abominable Snowmen 
(to be confirmed) 

Doctor Who. The Dimension Riders (Daniel Blythe) 
Invasion of the Dinosaurs (reprint) 

6th Doctor Handbook 

(Howe/Stammers/Walker) 

December 

2nd Doctor Who The Left Handed Hummingbird 
(Kate Orman) 

_ The Web of Fear {reprint) 

il2th STTNG 28: Here There Be Dragons (John Peel) 

1994 

January 

~ Doctor Who Conundrum (Andrew Lyons) 

ST The Sfartess World 
ruary 

Doctor Who /Vo Future (Paul Cornell) 

To be scheduled: 

Doctor Who Resurrection of the Daleks (Eric Saward 
unconfirmed) 

Revelation of the Daleks (Eric Saward 
unconfirmed) 

The Talons of Weng-Chiang (repnnt) 
Missing Links • Playback (working title 
unconfirmed Spring '94) 
The Seventies (Howe/Stammers/Walker 
Autumn) 

Doctor Who New Adventures £3.99. reprints £3.50 The latter 
two Doctor Who script books are still unconfirmed. Who Killed 
Captain Kirk? retails at £7.99. 


The Family Channel has now 
confirmed that it will be part of 
the package. 

In the US, the Sci-Fi Channel 
has launched its own video sell- 
through division. Its fir,si two ti- 
ile.s are Doctor Who - The Tom 
Baker Years and The Hitch 
Hikers Guide to the Galaxy, 
which were both released by 
BBC Video in the UK. 

There are plans to export UK 
Gold to Hong Kong. 


Recent BARB research indicates 
that the uptake of satellite TV in 
UK homes has slowed consider- 
ably during the first four months 
of this year with 108,000 com- 
pared to 200.000 over the same 
period in 1992. 

Forthcoming 

A fourth series written by Jim 
Eldridge featuring the Uncle 
Jack character is in production 
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Quantum Leap Update 

Quantum Leap fans will be interested to hear that GNP Crescendo Record Co. are releasing a 
Quantum Leap CD in late June/earty July. The CD will contain a few songs recorded by Scott 
Bakula himself, possibly including a couple of Elvis Presley and John Lennon tracks. 

Meanwhile the BBC have bought the fifth and final season of Quantum Leap but it is not yet known 
whether they will screen this straight after the fourth season finishes, or wait a few weeks. 

In the US, NBC have released their autumn schedule of programmes and Quantum Leap is not on 
it, thereby confirming that they have not renewed it for a sixth season. The Quantum Leap offices 
were closed by Universal on 1 June for office space requirements, though it must be pointed out that 
this does not mean that they have given up on selling the series to another networic. 

During January 1994, Universal will offer the ‘Universal Action Network’, a set of 24 two-hour TV 
movies spread over six series', each with four, two-hour TV movies, to alternate over the run. Quan- 
tum Leap may be one of the series possibly on offer. 



Descent The cliffhanger finale of The Next Generation’s 
sixth season — the Borg are back! 


starring Paul Jones with Fenella 
Fielding as the Vixen. Jeremy 
Swan is the producer/direcior of 
Uncle Jack and Cleopatra's 
Mummy, which will he 
screened on BBCI this Autumn. 
The BBC has plans to adapt 
Elizabeth Goodge's book The 
Little White Horse into a Fan- 
la.sy .serial. 

Granada is producing Cracker, 
a new seven-pan psychological 
thriller series focusing on Fiiz, a 
dangerous, wisecracking, accom- 
plished clinical psychologist. 
Robbie Collrane plays Fitz, 

Three stories are being made, a 
three- pan opener, followed by 
two two-paners for ITV screen- 
ing from September. Each story 
takes a sideways psychological 
look at the solutions to crime. 

Fitz likes to establish not just the 
who but also the why of crimes 
being committed, revelling in 
the compulsions that motivate 
the criminal mind. He has an un- 
consummated volatile relation- 
ship with DS Jane Penhaligon of 
the CID (Geraldine Somerville), 
while his wife Judith (Barbara 
Flynn) walks out on him in the 
first episode. The series pro- 
ducer is Gub Neal, who was re- 
sponsible for last year's The 
Cloning of Joanna May and 
Angels. Michael Winterbottom 
and Jimmy McGovern are the re- 
spective director and writer of 
(he first .story titled The Mcicl 
Wunuin ill ihe Atiic. 

David Hayman directs Helen 
Mirren as a woman who fears 
her husband is a serial killer in 
The Hawk by Peter Ransley. 
which Mark Shivas has been pro- 
ducing for the BBC. with a pos- 
sible theatrical release prior to 
its tv premiere. 

Further to TV Zone #40. Tyne 
Tees has been commissioned to 
produce seven episodes of 
drama series The Ink Thief for 
I994 follow'ing a successful pi- 
lot. The .show, which combines 
animalioii and special effects 
with drama, stars Richard 
O'Brien (now resigned from 
Channel 4's successful The 
Crystal Maze). Paul Springer 
(who is also writing and eo-di- 
rceting) and up to lO other ac- 
tors as "creatures that go bump 
in the night". They siail oil as 
animated creatures but trans- 
form into live-action characters. 
Ensuring O'Brien was available 
was made more difficult because 
he is hot)ked up for most of the 
year celebrating the 2()th anni- 
versary of The Rocky Horror 
Show. The Ink Thief, which 
has a 13-part foliow-up pen- 


cilled in. will have special ef- 
fects from Symbolics, best 
known for Batman Returns 
and .Alien 3. 

TeleZO 

The National Film Theatre's 
Tele70: Popiilur TV of the 1970s 
season is to once again be held 
during August. A highlight will 
be Robin Redbreast by John 
Bowen, a rediscovered 1970 
Play for Today previously 
junked by the BBC. which is a 
spooky chiller starring Anna 
Cropper and Bernard Hepton 
about a bereaved woman, who. 
on moving to a small cottage in 
the country, befriends an un- 
usual local lad. The malevolence 
of the countryside is to the fore 
ill this production. Other offer- 
ings include two episodes of 
Star Maideas 

Slonit/Tlie Enemy) combined 
with an episode of UFO. Paul 
Temple i Cue lo Miinler) with 
Turtle'.s Progre.s,s and two epi- 
sodes of the 1976 Nigel Kncale 
series Beasts iDiiriiif! Bony 
PeiiiyAVliiii Biy Eyc.i). 

The recently recovered .Moon- 
base 3 has been kept back to fol- 
low the Missiny Believed Wiped 
conference on October 2. Two 
episodes will be screened; Epi- 
sode One — Depcirlure and Arri- 
val by Bairv’ Letts and Terrance 
Dicks (Tx 9/9/12') and Episode 


Six — View ofti Dead Planet by 
Arden Winch (Tx 14/10/73). A 
season of Sherlock Holmes re- 
lated programming is scheduled 
for December. Further informa- 
tion on all NFT events can be ob- 
tained from the box office on 
(071)928 3232. 

Shorts 

This year's BBC .Mastermind 
final was won on May 16 by 
Gavin Fuller, whose specialist 
subject in the first programme of 
the .series had been Doctor 
Who. The May 14 edition of 
BBC2's comedy sketch show 
The Real McCoy had a clip 
from Eiii'thsliock feaiui ing an ex- 
change between the Doctor and 
the Cyberleader dubbed into a 
Jamaican dialeei. It is notable 
that the BBC2 repeat of Ban/e- 
Jleld part one managed to obtain 
more viewers in Northern Ire- 
land than John Thaw in .A ^’ear 
in Provence. The Twin Di- 
leiiiiiiii entered the Australian 
sell-through \ ideo chart (w/e 
May I4)at number five. 

The Children's Film and Televi- 
sion Foundation may close in 
the next couple of years if some 
guaranteed financial aid is not 
forthcoming from the govern- 
ment. The CFTF has provided 
development finance for pro- 
grammes such as The Borrow- 


A limited edition hand-num- 
bered commemorative plate cele- 
brating five years of The Next 
Generation has been is.sued by 
The Hamilton Collection of 
Worcester. With a 23 carat gold 
border and priced at £27.95. is it 
di.shwasher friendly'?! 

The BBC has .sold Ealing Stu- 
dios to the BBRK Group for £6 
million. Many vintage series, in- 
cluding Doctor Who. had 
scenes requiring controlled con- 
ditions shot there. 

Indy’s End 

On the eve of Sky One's screen- 
ing The Young Indiana Jones 
Chronicles. Che ABC executives 
decided to put the Young Indy 
series on hiatus for the third 
time. This time cancellation 
looks certain, but no reason has 
been given for putting the series 
on hold. The Young Indy series 
has only lasted 2 sea,sons so far. 


Babylon Series! 

Warner Brothers have given the 
go ahead for the first sea.son of 
the SF series Babylon 5. 

Since the screening of the pilot 
tv movie, which scored very 
highly in the Ncilson ratings, 
many viewers have ultimately 
been making compari.sons with 
both TNG and DS9. Viewers 
either liked it or didn't, with the 
acting receiving the worst criti- 
cism. 

As the original pilot was 25 min- 
utes loo long, it is hoped that 
some of the cut .scenes can be 
used in the series. A few of the 
scenes are self-contained so the 
producers feel that they can take 
one w'hole scene and drop it into 
an episode. Scenes include en- 
counters with an alien hooker 
and smugglers. 

J Michael Strazynski has various 
plans for the first sea.son, espe- 
cially about what will happen to 
the characters. One of the most 
important questions raised by 


Page 6 




neivs 


Here’s the latest listing of pro- 
grammes currently showing in 
the UK. The list is generated 
from TV Zone HQ in London, 
but we have already heard from 
readers elsewhere about pro- 
grammes being shown in their television regions. Please keep us 
up to date on what’s happening in your neck of the woods... 

Dally (Monday - Friday) 

17.00& 


22.00 

ST: The Next Generation 

Sky One 

23.30 

Doctor Who 

UK Gold 

Mondays 


22.00 

Northern Exposure 

C4 

Tuesdays 


02.20 

The Twilight Zone 

Meridian 

TBA 

Tomorrow’s End (from July 13) 

BBC1 

16.20 

Watt on Earth 

BBC1 

18.00 

Mork and Mindy 

C4 

18.30 

Eerie, Indiana 

C4 

21.00 

Quantum Leap 

BBC2 

Wednesdays 


18.0) 

Star Trek 

BBC2 

Fridays 



12.15 

War of the Worlds 

Meridian 

16.40 

Kappatoo II (until July 9) 

ITV 

16.40 

The Wail of the Banshee (from July 16} 

ITV 

11.15 

War of the Worlds (first season) 

Westcou 



TV 

Thursdays 


20.30 

The Crystal Maze 

C4 

Saturdays 


08.10 

The Girl From Tomorrow 

BBC1 

14.00 

Bewitched 

Sky One 

17.30 

The Secret Garden 

UK Gold 

19.00 

The Flash 

Sky One 

Sundays 


09.00 

Doctor Who (Omnibus) 

UK Gold 

10.45 

Land of the Giants 

C4 

13.00 

Robin of Sherwood 

Sky One 

19.00 

The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 

Sky One 


Tomorrow's End is the sequel to The Girl from Tomorrow. 
Moondial. which was originally scheduled for UK Gold transmis- 
sion from June 19 has been withdrawn because agreement over 
tenns was not reached with writer Helen CresswelT. Daily strip- 
pings on ITV of both James Bond Jr and Adventures of Gal- 
axy Rangers are planned from July 12. A selection of vintage 
Seventies’ Top of the Pops becomes a daily UK Gold 1 1 .00 pm 
fixture from July 5, while known Doctor Who transmissions fol- 
lowing The Time Monsterare Invasion of the Dinosaurs (5 epi- 
sodes from July 5), The Green Death (6 episodes from July 12) 
and The Monster of Peiadon (6 episodes from July 20). Invasion 
of the Dinosaurs is being shown in the renumbered five-part ver- 
sion, previously sold overseas, which omits Part One (currently 
only held by the BBC as a black and white film print) and begins 
with the resolution to the Part One cliffhanger. 



the pilot episode concerned what 
had happened to Commander 
Sinclair during the Eartli/Min- 
bari war. Suddenly someone 
says seven words to him that 
completely unravels his .self-de- 
ception. 

Sinclair will also he betrayed hy 
a friend, and there will be deaths 
which will change him and alter 
his destiny which will affect mil- 
lions of others. 

Mo-st of the other major charac- 
ter are either running to, or away 
from something. A couple of 
characters will have hidden rela- 
tionships. Garibaldi's past will 
catch up with him in such a way 
that w'ill affect his role, make 
him a very different character 


and have lasting effects. 

Some of the established empires 
will fall, others will rise. One 
major group not yet known to 
exist will make its pre.sence felt 
gradually. 

At the end of the first sea.son. 
one character will undergo a ma- 
jor change w'hich will start the 
show spinning on a very differ- 
ent axis. 

Strazynski is planning a mid-sea- 
son crisis. There will be a major, 
armed conflict between dozens, 
possibly hundreds of individual 
ships, hopefully on the scale of 
Return of the Jedi. 

Finally. Harve Bennet's Time 
Trax has been renewed for a fur- 
ther 22 epi.sodes. 



J/MAGAZINES, MODELS, 
LASER DISCS AND MUCH 
MORE! MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 

46 MONMOUTH STREET, A 

COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2 *5 

•Hi 



The soundtrack score of Doctor Who’s Ghostlight, by 
Mark Ayres, is released by Silva Screen. The end of July 
sees the release of faithful new arrangements (by 
Heathctiff Blair) of Dudley Simpson scores for Ark in 
Space, Genesis of the Daleks, Planet of Evil, Pyramids of 
Mars and Brain of Morbius — these will feature on one 
album in the form of suites. The end of August will see the 
release of a special 30th Anniversary CD. 
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“In those days, it was just a matter of 
walking into a studio at 14 years old, 
saying 'Please sir have you got any Jobs 
and starting off as a mail boy, ” 

S O says Johnny Goodman of his 
start in the film business roughly 
half a century ago. Today. Good- 
man is Director of Production for 
Central Films, having worked in just 
about every aspect of film and tv produc- 
tion along the way. However, it is the ten 
years starting in 1962 that interest us here, 
and his involvement in the tv series The 
Saint. The Champions. The Persuaders 
and The Baron. At the recent Action ’93 
convention. Johnny recalled his days with 
ITC both during a panel discussion de- 
voted to The Saint, and later in conversa- 
tion with TV Zone. 

|simon Templar on tv 

”1 was working on and off for a couple 
of B-movie producers. Bob Baker and 
Monty Berman. I believe they got into a 
conversation with Lew Grade and Bob 
said he thought he could get the tv rights 
to the Leslie Charteris Saint books, if Lew 
was interested in financing it." 

Of course. Lew, later Lord Grade, was 
very interested, and an agreement was 
reached with Leslie Charteris to make a tv 


series using the Simon Templar character, 
who had first appeared in print in 1928. 
"At that time. I was simply a freelancer 
looking for my next job, and Bob phoned 
and asked if I'd like to be production 
manager.” 

In a now famous piece of tv trivia, the 
first choice to play Templar had been Pat- 
rick McGoohan. However, McGoohan’s 
moral objections to screen kissing ruled 
him out. "It would have been very hard to 


show the romantic Saint shaking hands all 
the time.” 

One interesting item in the charity auc- 
tion at Action '93 was an original pilot 
script for the series set in the 1930s. “I 
think they toyed with the idea, and at the 
end of the day decided to set it in the 
present day. The second you set a series in 
the 1 930s or whenever, you have the prob- 
lem of taking down television aerials and 
so many different things that it costs twice 


Craig and Richard attend to their heipiess superhuman associate, Sharron 
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because he is an extraordinarily charis- 
matic guy. 

'■Roger would be the first to admit that 
he's not a great actor, but he is a star. 
Wherever we went, crowds would gather 
to .see him. We filmed the episode Ven- 
ili’iiii For The Saiiu in Malta, and there 
were crowds outside the hotel all night 
screaming for Roger. I'm not sure if The 
Saint would have taken off to the same 
e.xtent if we'd had someone else. 1 think 
Roger really made it his own. Anyone 
that's tried to follow him has been no- 
where near as successful." 


The Champions 


The Leading Man 


and the top brass, but also by the boy who 
brings him his coffee and his call sheet." 

So. how much of the phenomenal suc- 
cess of The Saint tv series is down to 
Moore'.’ "Anything you make is a team 
effort, but at the end of the day. Roger 
must lake a very large share of the credit. 


"Very few actors can command the loy- 
alty and friendship that Roger Moore 
seems to inspire in almost everyone who 
works w'ith him." says Goodman. "The 
endearing thing about Roger is that he 
wants to be liked, not just by the producers 


The Saint was always surrounded by glamorous girls. 


as much to make." It also has to be remem- 
bered that in the l^bOs. Charteris was still 
writing Saint stories, so Templar w'as still 
a contemporary character. 


Exotic Locations 


The scripts portrayed Templar as an in- 
ternational playboy, visiting a different 
exotic locale each week. The truth was far 
more mundane. "We actually very rarely 
left Elslree studios. If you use a stock shot 
of the South of France, and the cainera 
pans up to a hotel bedroom, the second 
you cut inside to a studio in Elslree the 
public are convinced you're in the South 
of France. A scene that was supposed to 
be Nice in the summer would he shot at 
Elstrec in November with a potted palm 
and poor girls in bikinis goiiig blue." 


During the final .season of the initial 
black and while run of The Saint in 1966. 
the series was made back-to-back at El- 
•itree with The Baron, starring Steve For- 
rest. on which Goodman served as 
Production Supervisor. Immediately after 
The Baron. Goodman began work on 
The Champions as Associate Producer, 

"What happened was Monty and Bob 
decided the cake was big enough to split. 
Monty went off to make The Baron and 
The Champions, and asked me to work 
on them. 

"The Champions was a series ahead of 
its lime. The Six Million Dollar Man. 
which came much later, was a similar 
idea. They were supposed to have crash 
landed in Tibet and been given all these 
amazing powers. 1 remember being on the 
set one day with Stuart Damon. His char- 
acter was supposed to have this incredible 
eyesight, and he's w'aiehing this girl dial- 
ling in a phone-box about two miles away, 
and he says, 'Take this down. 
9.7.4.8,6.3.'. The director said. 'Cut' and 
Stuart put his glasses on and held the script 
right lip to his nose to read the next scene. 


"The chemistry in The Champions worked very well” 
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Moore and Curtis had 

"We had a lot ofcasting problems before 
we got down to Bill Gaunt. Alexandra 
Basiedo. and Stuart Damon. I won't men- 
tion names, but one or two people who are 
quite big in the theatre today were consid- 
ered for the part that went to Bill Gaunt. 
Bill wa.sn't a natural choice for a leading 
man. but he certainly worked out fine. The 
chemistry in The Champions worked 
very well, it just clicked, perhaps because 
Bill contrasted with Stuart Damon." 

Filming on The Champions was well 
advanced when the NBC network, 
astonished by the US respon.se to the black 
and white epi.sodes of The Saint, struck a 
deal with Lew Grade for a new series of 
colour episodes. Bob Baker and Roger 
Moore formed a production company and 
invited Johnny to Join them. 

"So. I left The Champions before the 
end and went off to make some more 
Saints, and ultimately The Persuaders." 

More Moore 

The pilot episode of The Persuaders is 
in fact the last episode of The Saint. The 
E.\Kiim oj Diamouds. In that story. Simon 
Templar and an American played by Stu- 
art Damon, are invited to form a perma- 
nent crimefighting partnership by an 
elderly adventurer, 

The Persuaders tells of the exploits of 
Lord Brett Sinclair, played by Moore, and 
Danny Wilde, played by Tony Cuitis. 
brought together by the retired Judge Ful- 
ton to fight criminals the law can't touch. 

"Bob Baker had an idea that The ExKing 
of Dicmionds could be a .series, and Lew 
Grade sold the idea around the world. I 
don't know whether Stuart Damon was 
ever actually considered for the series. In 
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very different lifestyles” 

fact, the man that was in line to play op- 
posite Roger Moore in The Persuaders 
was GIlmiii Ford. At the la.st minute his 
mother fell ill in Hollywood, and Glenn 
wouldn't leave her. so Lew bought in 
Tony Curtis." 

Curtis Controversy 

The circumstances of Tony Curtis's ar- 
rival in England to film The Persuaders 
were well publicized at the time, but 
Johnny Goodman's role in the drama is 
less w'ell know n. "I was asked to go and 
meet our star at London Airport and I was 
thrilled to meet him. We shook hands, and 
I explained about the red and green chan- 
nels. He said he had nothing to declare and 
as we put one fool over the line through 
the green channel six customs men fell on 
us. They took me away, turned my brief- 
case upside down and asked if Mr Curtis 
had tried to pass anything to me. 

"While Tony was in Hillingdon police 
station being charged with possession of 
cannabis resin. I had to phone .Sir Lew 
Grade to tell him that our leading actor had 
been an'ested. We arranged for a lawyer to 
represent him in coun on Monday morn- 
ing. The fans were there in their thousands 
when he came up before the magistrates. 
He was fined £iO and had no money, so I 
had to write the cheque. He al.so gave my 
address in Wembley, saying he wa.s stay- 
ing with me. and I got his fan mail from 
all over the world for about six months." 

Off Camera 

On screen the relationship between 
Moore and Cunis worked very well, and 
the series is fondly remembered for the 
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.sharp quips the two characters conliiuially 
exchanged with each other. "In fact, they 
never had any great relationship off stage. 
Tony and Roger performed together very 
professionally, but socially they had very 
different lifestyles." 

The Persuaders was planned lo run for 
five years, and the first season was phe- 
nomenally successful ail over the world 
except in the U.S. where it was up against 
Mission: Impossible and Movie of Ihe 
Week. Poor viewing figures meant the 
ABC network decided not to renew its 
option for a. second season, and effectively 
killed the scries. 

For Johnny Goodman, it w-as hack to the 
freelance market — bul only for a few 
years. In 1977. he was appointed execu- 
tive producer of Euston Films, making 
series including Minder. Qualermass. 
Danger: UXB and Reilly, Ace of Spies. 
He was later Chairman of BAFTA, and 
took up his present post with Central in 
1992. 

"I can't believe where the years have 
gone." he says. "I was about 32 when 1 
started on The Saint, and to find young 
people today who are still excited and love 
the series is very thrilling, 

"I'm a commercial film-maker, I know 
that bums on seats or eyes on the screen is 
what makes money, and that enables you 
to make more programme.s. 1 don't want 
to make rubbish, but 1 do want to make 
enteitainmem. Lew Grade was a sales- 
man. and that's what we lack today. We're 
too concerned with making parochial tele- 
vision. for purely British audiences. Lew 
pre-sold the ITC programmes all over the 
world. Another Lew Grade is what we 
need at the moment." 
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PO Box 371 

LONDON SWI4 8JL,UK 
Fax: 081 875 1588 

Forbes Faux Pas 

Grahame Parsons 
Ludlow , Shropshire. 

Aaaghh! How' could ihey do it? 
Being an avid fan of Star Trek: 
The Next Generation ever 
since it started, and having over 
one hundred episodes on tape. I 
really don’t know what Para- 
mount were thinking of when 
they cast Michelle Forbes to 
play Doctor Timicin's daughter 
Dara! 

The episode in question. Half a 
Life, started and the cast titles 
came up. Among the names was 
Michelle Forbes’s name. A bit 
of Ensign Ro. Riker confronta- 
tion coming up me thinks! Any- 
how after watching it for about 
half an hour I thought maybe I 
read the titles wrong because she 
hadn’t shown yet. not on the 
bridge, not anywhere. Then all 
of a sudden she appears as Doc- 
tor Timicin’s daughter. 

I watched in disbelief! Did they 
really think that they could fool 
anyone by swapping a Bajoran 
nose for a different type skin ? 
This really put the dampers on 
the epi.sode. What a mistake 
from a high standard emmy 
award winning programme. It's 
a real shame because it was the 
first episode with Lwaxana Troi. 
in which I was finally finding 
her bearable. 

Editor: Half a Life is in fact the 
first episode of Star Trek: The 
Next Generation to feature 
Michelle Forbes. The actress did 
not appear in her more familiar 
role as Ensign Ro until early the 
following sea.son. 

Sky’s The Limit 

Susan Rose 
Epping, Essex 
I am so incensed at Wendy 
Wilkins’ attack on Sky in Issue 
42. How dare she accuse Sky of 
robbing her of ST :TNG and 
DS9. The stingy BBC would not 
have bought the series if Sky 
hadn't. Despite the known suc- 


cess of the original Trek they 
still didn’t have the foresight to 
buy more than the first three sea- 
sons and even those they didn't 
buy until it had been shown in 
the US for over 2 years. They 
have never shown any interest in 
buying DS9. They don't care 
what the viewers want. Sky on 
the other hand do. 

She says she cannot afford to by 
a dish or rent one but she will 
buy the CIC videos when she 
can afford to. Well at the present 
cost of tho.se videos 1 have 
worked out that by the time she 
has purchased 12 of them she 
could have bought and had in- 
stalled a satellite dish and re- 
ceiver. To receive Sky One is 
free, no subscription is neces- 
sary. so her one outlay would 
bring her over 100 episodes of 
ST:TNG and all of DS9 — isn’t 
that more value for money than 
owning 1 2 or 13 CIC videos? 

Sky is a terrific station and 1 will 
not stand by and hear it ma- 
ligned when the only people re- 
sponsible for depriving viewers 
of their favourite programmes is 
the BBC. Go get a dish Ms 
Wilkins, you will /(ere/- regret it! 

Darren Briscoe 

Bishop’s Stortford. Hertfordshire 


I agree with the letter from 
Wendy Wilkins referring to DS9 
being .snapped up by Sky. I must 
admit to being extremely disap- 
pointed and angry at the BBC 
for not buying what will obvi- 
ously be a very popular .show. 1 
had hoped that Alan Yentoh’s 
appointment as Controller of 
BBC I would herald a return to 
prominence of Sci-fi pro- 
grammes on British iv — alas it 
seems my hopes have been 
dashed at the first hurdle! 

Richard J ^'ouldcn 
Newmarket. Suffolk 
Re the news item (#4 1 ) that 
BSkyB are to screen Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine (now post- 
poned until at least August) par- 
ticularly David Elstein’s 
comment that Sky are ”... com- 
mitted to acquiring the best pro- 
gramming for its viewers..." 
very good news, although it 
would he even better news if 
BSkyB stopped (ihiisiiig its ‘best 
programming' by hacking it in 
to 12 minute .snippets, burying it 
beneath post commercial logos 
and ruining the end credit music 
with misplaced announcements. 
BSkyB. along with a selection 
of other services including UK 
Gold, threaten to scramble and 


charge us to watch their pro- 
grammes later this year (doubt- 
less DS9 is one of the delights 
they'll ask us to pay for), a good 
idea, if it wall guarantee no ad- 
vert breaks dui ing programmes 
and if they remove the logos. 

1 don't like adverts, particularly 
the way both Sky and UK Gold 
handle them, and personally 
could not justify paying to 
watch programming interrupted 
by them. Besides, why should I 
pay for shows that have already 
been paid for by advertising 
revenue!? 

Imagine, for as little as £60 a 
year (£5 a month) wc can enjoy 
our favourite programmes, tmin- 
terrupied. Doctor Who (advert- 
less) as it should be seen, 
without that damn logo, (if it 
doesn’t get in the way of the pic- 
ture why does it vanish during 
breaks ?) — and much else be- 
sides. 

A nice dream. But what I expect 
w'ill really happen is that we'll 
be asked to pay for a bunch of 
channels to get just one with the 
special programme we want — 
and that programme will be mas- 
.sacred by commercial interrup- 
tions. talk and logos as it is 
today. But then 4 years of watch- 
ing Sky TV’s lousy programme 
presentation has possibly left me 
very cynical. 

Editor: It is ironic that many of 
the advert breaks which appear 
on the satellite channels occur 
in the same places as in Ameri- 
can transmissions. So perhaps 
they are more true to the way 
the programmes should be seen? 
After all. the programmes are 
.structured for US tw with hreak.s. 

Beeb T rek 

J Cox 

Walsall. West Midlands 
1 noticed a letter in Issue 42 that 
said the remaining episodes of 
Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion have been bought by the 
BBC. 

Could you tell me when they are 
going to be shown plea.se. 
Editor: We have been told by the 
BBC that Ihey have not pur- 
chased the remaining episodes 
of The Next Generation and 
have no immediate plans to do 
.so. However, it remains a possi- 
bility /w' the future. 

Death Defying 

Trevor Smith 
Fasten. Peterborough 
As a regular buyer and admirer 
of your magazine. 1 am very dis- 
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appointed to see that you are 
mill not covering what is prob- 
ably the only original British 
'cult' tv show cuiTently on the 
air. 

1 have waited patiently, but 
while shows long dead and oth- 
ers unlikely to be seen at least 
on terrestrial British tv for years 
(indeed, some no one vs-anls to) 
gel fair coverage, a popular 
show with a distinctly Super- 
natural theme goes completely 
unmentioned- 1 am. of course, re- 
ferring to Mulberry. 

Mulberry (played by Karl How-- 
nmn) is the son of Death (John 
Bennett), who has sent him to 
fetch Miss Famaby (Geraldine 
McEwan). but because he has 
loo much of his mother. Spring- 
time, in him. he gets an exten- 
sion on her life, and tries to get 
her to enjoy her hast months on 
this mortal coil. So there you go 
— a harmless fantasy, hilari- 
ously done, much funnier and 
with a wider appeal than Red 
Dwarf, an excellent cast includ- 
ing Tony Selby, brilliantly writ- 
ten by John Esmonde and Bob 
Larbey. What more do you need? 
Ecliuir: We luiven V covered Mul- 
berry so far because little use 
vim iiHule of its SiiiH'nwliinil 
theme. The first series was a 
comedy show first and foremost. 
Fe.s. the second series hits made 
much more use of the basic 
premise, and I hope n e will 
cover the ne.m series if it contin- 
ues in this way. 

Leap Again! 

Sue Flower 

Chesharn. Buckinghamshire 
I agree with John Abbot that 
Quantum Leap is a strange ani- 
mal. Not only is it hard to say 
what sort of series it is — Sci-fi. 
nostalgia, or straight drama but 
also the standard is very incon- 
sistent. Every programme has its 
good and bad episodes but 
Quaiitiini [.eap lakes the bis- 
cuit in my book. It goes from te- 
dious ‘switch off after 20 
minutes boredom’, through ‘run 
of the mill "American" rest your 
brain' fare to drama that not 
only grips for .50 minutes but 
haunts my dreams for days. 

As a Christian 1 find the ’God 
angle' irritating. Not only, as 
Jon Abbot pointed out. does it 
negate free will, but if God 
wants to .sort things out I'm sure 
he could find a better way. And 
anyway, what's Sam ever done 
to God to have to suffer like that 
(or his wife)? 


Almost Gone 

Colin Campbell 
Pimlico. London 
Just a short letter to ask whether 
the series Almost Grow n was 
shown in its entirety when it was 
shown late Saturdays on ITV re- 
cently. Are there any plans to 
write any articles on this superla- 
tive series? 

Could you confirm the rumours 
with regard to its demi.se? 

Are there any plans to write an 
episode guide on the American 
Sci-Fi show Time Trax? 

While I’m on the subject of Sci- 
Fi perhaps you could tell me if 
there were any films/iv shows 
produced based on the classic 
Brave New World by Aldous 
Huxley? 

Editor: .Almost Grown consisted 
of one two-hour pilot and twelve 
one-hour episodes. Only one .sea- 
.son was made and there are ap- 
parently no plans for any new 
episodes. 

Brave New World was adapted 
as a mini-series by America '.s 
NBC and starred Keir Dnilea as 
Thomas Grahmbell. The BBC 
broadcast the two 95 niinale epi- 
sodes on BBCI in March 1981. 
We have no immediate plans for 
a Time Trax episode guide. 

Not So Smart? 

Stuart Cole (.Age 12) 

Worcester Park. Surrey 
I was most dislres.sed to read the 
views ofPiiilip R Smart in T\' 
Zone #43. While we Whovians 
are slaving away to bring back 
our beloved programme. Doctor 
Who. it sets us back a bit to 
know that somewhere in London 
there is serious opposition. 


1 ask myself can the gentleman 
have actually taken notice of the 
programme's sheer brilliance? 
Editor: Whoviau.s?! We don 't 
use that word in TV Zone land, 
but Stuart is not the only one to 
have a reaction. 

.lason Rankin 
Newtownards. County Down 
I am writing in reply to Philip 
Smart’s letter in TA'Zone #43 . 1 
am a dediciited fan of Star 
Trek: The Next Generation 
and have little care for Doctor 
Who but I would still not write 
to the BBC asking them not to 
bring it hack. I believe that all 
cull fans should slick together 
lest we see another decade like 
the 8()s which was nearly utterly 
devoid of new cult tv. While 1 
detest the likes of Thunder- 
l)ird.s 1 would not wish its de- 
mise. 

However I would agree with Mr 
Smart's letter in one point. Star 
Trek: The Next Generation 
should be on a majority channel 
like it is in America but for one 
thing wo arc not (despite increas- 
ing numbers of McDonalds Res- 
taurants) American and the 
British people still can't get the 
idea of quality Star Trek: The 
Next Generation because of the 
original's wobbly sets. 

Neil Fox 

Stourbridge. We.si Midlands 
Philip Smart's letter concerning 
the possible return of Doctor 
Who. did not make pleasant 
reading. 

Okay, so it's obvious that Mr 
Smart is never going to be the 
bigge.sl fan of the show, but his 
views, in themselves, do not con- 
cern me. However, the effect 
that such letters have on the peo- 


ple who could effect Doctor 
Who's return, does. Since the 
BBC’s decision on the pro- 
gramme will not affect Mr 
Smart's viewing habits anyway, 
his letter smacks of spitefulne.ss 
and snobbery, 

Pointle.ss non-consiructive criti- 
cism like this is something we 
don’t need. With British SF at 
such a low ebb at the moment 
fans should appear united in a 
common purpose. Only in this 
way will we encourage the pro- 
duction of the ‘decent adult Sci- 
ence Fiction' to which Mr Smart 
himself refers. 

David Thomas Downing 
Cornwall 

Having read Philip R Smart's let- 
ter I feel I must say that .Star 
Trek of ail kinds is repetitive, 
poncy. cringe worthy, slow, 
dull, unimaginative childish 
yaiikie crud. 

The stories are all the .same 
thing: totally plotless and totally 
pointless. 

The series has ab.solutely noth- 
ing to recommend it except the 
special effects. The reason for 
the programme’s success is sim- 
ple: anybody can watch and un- 
derstand this simple soap opera. 
And as for Star Trek's optimis- 
tic view of the future, (hope!?) 
For God's sake Trekkies. get a 
life! Develop a mind! Trek is 
just a television series, and a to- 
tally overrated garbage one at 
that. It is as had as those dread- 
ful Irwin Allen series. How any- 
one over the age of ten can lake 
Star Trek .seriously is beyond 

Doctor Who and Blake's 7 may 
be low budget, but the atmos- 
phere. the stories, the acting, the 
direction, the mature, realistic 
level of the Science Fiction and 
the totally epic feel of them both 
more than compensate for the oc- 
casional Chromakey fringe and 
bad acting performance. In fact. 
Brent Spiner. LeVar Burton and 
Marina Sirlis are three of the 
very w-orsi actors 1 have over 
seen. 

And Trek Monsters? A person 
with a wrinkled nose? Oh. go 
away... and I hope one day the 
Starship Enterprise disappears at 
warp speed into oblivion, never 
to be seen or heard of again. 

What a relief for fans of real Sci- 
Fi. 

Trekkies should grow up. I'm 
just fourteen and I can see 
through Trek for the pathetic 
child's Sci-Fi it really is. 

Editor: Well, all I can say is 
keep those letters coming in... 


Next Generation, not universally appreciated 
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FILM REVIEW has for over forty years 
kept people informed about news and 
events in the film world. 

As the magazine's name implies, there 
are reviews of the current movies. Also 
featured are interviews with the stars, 
with fascinating facts about their back- 
grounds. There is news of the latest 
events, with on-the-spot reporting from 
events like the Cannes Film Festival 
and the Oscar Award Ceremony. All 
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plus movie books reviews. Your movie 
questions are answered in 'Rim Fax’... 
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the Film Review Yearbook, and the 
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t" Italian goremeisier Joe D'Amsto remarXs, 

■| loved reading Shivers." 

<" Even Anthony Timpone, editor ol Fangoria 
comments, "Coverage of the Euro-Horror 
scene Is second to none in Shivers ' 

Find out what all the fuss Is about. 
Subscribe now and make sure you're 
always first with the news from every 
the Horror movie world. 
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5TARBURST is Britain's premier 
Science Fiction magazine. Since 1976 
Starburst has been giving the latest 
lews. Insights, and movie previews, 
mere are In-depth Interviews with 
>iars. as well as writers, directors and 
echnical people who make Science 
-ictlon a reality on large and small 
screens. 

Starburst turns the spotlight on radio, 
stage productions, comics, books and 
3lso keeps you up to date with the ever 
ncreasing number of Science Fiction 
/ideo releases. 

Apart ^om placing a regular order with 
/our local newsagent there is one other 
way to make sure you never miss out 
sn Starburst and that is by 
subscribing... 

Sack issues costs £2.20 (US $4.95), 
and Specials £3.50 (US $7.95). plus 
postage and packing (see subs form). 
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groups of Enterprise crew fight to regain 
their ship is the main thrust of the storv. 
As a kind of Escape to Athena in outer 
Space. The Romulan Prize is quite bril- 
liant. 

As a novel containing familiar charac- 
ters from Star Trek: the Next Genera- 
tion it is an unmitigated disaster. The early 
scenes with Picard virtually biting Deanna 
Troi’s head off for doing her job marked 
the start of a downhill run where the char- 
acters interact much as they did in the first 
few episodes of Season One. Waspish, 
unfamiliar and rather disinterested. Thus, 
by the time the grand, and very clever, 
Romulan plot is discovered, you actually 
can’t be sure that the Enterprise crew will 
survive because they’re more like a Yes- 
terday’s Enterprise version — if Tasha 
Yar had supplanted Worf in the story, it 
would have made more sense. Now 
there's an idea of a mini-series of books! 

Both Picard and Riker’s frequent de- 
scription of Valak as a bastard (in thought 
processes as Picard wondering what the 
Romulan bastard would do next etc...) jar 
completely with the rational, open- 
minded if determined opposites both these 
men are. The only person who comes 
across with a modicum of familiarity is 
Worf. trapped with the Enterprise’s 
women and children to protect, his much 
vaunted (and on tv woefully overstated) 
sense of Klingon honour is put to the test. 

I really wanted to think of The Romulan 
Prize as a ten out of ten effort. It is as far 
as darn good storytelling and exciting ad- 
venture goes. As a Star trek: The Next 
Generation book goes, it barely scrapes a 
six! 

Mark Chappell 

DOCTOR WHO 
The Keeper of Traken 
BBC Video 
Price £10.99 
Reieased June ’93 

T om baker's penultimate story 
establishes the ‘Master Trilogy’ 
from the programme's 1981/82 
seasons, but has arrived on video 
some time after its companions Logopolis 
and Castrovalva. 

Traken is Doctor Who with style. It is a 
rarity in that all aspects of the production 
gel perfectly, with John Black directing 
one of the best team of players and tech- 
nicians the show has ever assembled. It 
looks great; Tony Borough's stately sets 
are complemented by Amy Roberts clas- 
sical costumes and Norma Hill's dignified 
wigs and make-ups. The overall effect is 
that the planet seems to have a truly alien 
culture; no lycra body suits or purple wigs 


here... 

The TARDIS is returning to N-Space, 
when the Doctor and Adric are visited by 
the elderly Keeper of Traken as the time 
of his dissolution approaches. There is an 
inventive piece of story-telling by Johnny 
Byrne — in his first, and best. Who script 
— as a prologue of sorts unfolds on the 
TARDIS monitor. 

Traken is a world so pure that evil beings 
shrivel up and die there, although a 
‘Melkur’ creature in the Grove is under- 
going a protracted degeneration. And as 
Keeper-elect Tremas marries fellow Con- 
sul member Kassia, a chain of events be- 
gins which will ultimately lead to the 
planet's destruction in Logopolis. 

Traken also introduces Nyssa, who re- 
mains silent throughout part one, but 
perks up when she is teamed with Adric. 
then later becomes a pistol-packing jail- 
breaker by the third episode. A new mem- 
ber of the TARDIS brat-pack, she does 
initially have some dignity, unlike the 
bland screamer (who drops her skirt at the 
first sign of ‘leprosy’) she would ulti- 
mately become. 

Anthony Ainley also makes his first ap- 
pearance in Doctor Who. and is at his best 
playing Tremas. until the character is pos- 
sessed by the Master and the actor begins 
his slide into melodramatics. For the ma- 
jority of the tale. Geoffrey Beevers por- 
trays the renegade Time Lord (with 
decomposing features as continuity with 
The Deadly Assassin), but the actor's per- 
formance lacks the depth required. 

The finale aboard the Master’s TARDIS 
is a disappointment, primarily because of 
the absurd sequence in which Tom Baker 


Please note release dates are subject to 
last minute revisions. 


STAR TREK 
The Romulan Prize (# 26 ) 
by Simon Hawke 
Publisher: Titan Books 

Prif^p* QQ 

Published: 20th May ’93 

B asically. The Romulan 
Prize is one of the most gripping 
Trek books for quite a while. 
The story is absolutely classic, 
utilising the Romulans properly as a 
proud, single-minded but highly intelli- 
gent race. Commander Valak is a superb 
creation, worthy of a series of Romulan- 
based novels of his own. Picard’s equal in 
cunning and forward-planning, only his 
relative inexperience really betrays him 
during the course of the book. 

The main thrust of the story is the Rom- 
ulan's capturing the Enterprise (the ‘prize’ 
of the title. I suppose) and going to inves- 
tigate a Dyson Sphere in the neutral zone. 
What they find there, what happens to the 
various landing parties and how different 
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leaps through a paper wall. However, the 
splendid cliff-hanger ending redresses the 
balance, and leaves one reaching for the 
video of Logopolis to revisit what hap- 
pened next... 

Richard Houldsworth 

DOCTOR WHO 
The Invasion 
BBC Video 
Price £16.99 
Released June ’93 

D errick sherwin's tale of 

a mas.sive Cybermen invasion 
of Earth is the template for 
many later Doctor Who sto- 
ries. It establishes the concept of UNIT, 
the taskforce created to combat alien inva- 
sions. led by Brigadier Lethbridge-Ste- 
wart {Nicholas Courtney), who was la.st 
.seen fighting Yeti in the London Under- 
ground in The Web of Fear). It also intro- 
duces Benton (John Levene. ironically 
last seen playing a Yeti in Web of Fear...) 

With episodes one and four missing. 
Courtney fronts this BBC Video presenta- 
tion. and son of tills in the gaps. Sitting in 
a chair in what looks like a stately home, 
with a big red book resting inexplicably 
on his lap. he provides a swift recapitula- 
tion of what is lost. 

The problem with The hn a.^ion is that at 
eight pans it is far too long. Even without 
the two lost episodes, the story drags as 
the first half concentrates on the Doctor 
and Jamie endlessly being captured and 
escaping from Tobias Vaughn and his sa- 
distic henchman Packer. When Vaughn 
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says to the Time Lord: "Here you are 
again: you really are heginning to try our 
patience", this reviewer could only agree. 

Things really hot up from episode five 
though, as the Cybermen are revi\ ed from 
their cocoons and begin massing in the 
London .sewers. Vaughn, naturally, plans 
to betray his allies, and has the Cerebra- 
tion Mentor on his side — a machine 
capable of transmitting emotions, which 
are toxic to the Cybermen. This results in 
some tremendous scenes as the device is 
tested, and one of the creatures goes on a 
frenzied rampage. 

Ex-army man Douglas Camfield is ob- 
viously at home directing large amounts 
of military hardware and wtirking on lo- 
cation. He makes a good choice in Kevin 
Stoney for the role of Vaughn (the pair 
previously worked together on The 
Daleks' Master Plan), and unsurprisingly 
the actor provides another all-time great 
Doctor Who villain. 

Of course, the scene everyone remem- 
bers occurs at the end of the sixth episode: 
as people all over London collapse, man 
hole covers go Hying in the air. and an 
army of Cybermen march down steps near 
St Paul's Cathedral, and through the 
streets of the City. Quite simply, cult tele- 
vision at its most captivating. 

Richard Houldsworth 

UFO 

The UFO Documentary 
Kindred Productions 
Price £14.99 
Released May ’93 

T ake a group of people who 
know how to make a video. Put 
them with researchers who arc 
familiar with Geny Anderson's 
work, then give them free reign to use 
ITC's iU'Chives. and access to intersiew 
actors and behind the scenes staff. What 
do you get? A highly watchable documen- 
tary about the live-action series UFO. 
From the opening montage of clips, to the 
closing tea.ser leading into the Space: 
1999 documentary, this tape is both infor- 
mative and entertaining. It is just a pity 
that it is only available through the Gerry 
Anderson Fan Club. Fanderson. 

Nan’ated by Shane Rimmer (the actor 
who voiced Scott Tracey in Thunder- 
birds). the documentary Journeys from 
the conception of UFO to its demise. 
Gerry Anderson explains how the public 
interest in Unidentified Flying Objects in 
the late Sixties inspired him to create the 
series, while art director Bob Bell and 
special effects de.signer Derek Meddings 
describe their input, illustrated with exam- 
ples of their design drawings. There are 
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countless photographs taken behind the 
scenes, plus some unedited film of Med- 
dings' modelwork that reveals the alien 
craft with strings attached. 

Ed Bishop (Commander Straker) ex- 
plains his feeling.s on the .series. George 
Sewell (Colonel Freeman) tells of his 
problems with the costumes. Dolores 
Martinez (Nina Barry) recalls filming the 
episode Siib-Sinash. the late Vladek Shey- 
ball (Dr Jackson) defines his style of act- 
ing. while director Alan Perry remembers 
a fight sequence between Bishop and Mi- 
chael Billington. There are also comments 
from Christopher Penfold, the man who 
developed the aborted second season. 
UFO: 1999. into a brand new show 
Space: 1999. This section is accompanied 
hy some exclusive design drawings from 
the cancelled programme. 

The criticism is Anderson's remark 
about his achievements for women's lib- 
eration in UFO. I'm sure the feminist 
movement perceived no endorsement for 
their cause in all those tracking shots fol- 
lowing the bottoms of women in mini- 
skirts! 

Richard Houldsworth 

STAR TREK: THE 
NEXT GENERATION 
CIC Video 
Volumes 68 & 69 
Price: £10.99 each 
Released: June 1993 

T he quality of life is very 

much a 'traditional' episode of 
Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion in that the story, at least to 
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some extent, retreads some familiar 
ground. 

The crew of the Enterprise encounter a 
group of scientists led by a Dr Farallon. 
Farallon ha.s developed a series of robot 
devices called exocomps that are able to 
execute complex and often dangerous 
tasks. Data soon claims that the devices 
are sentient and therefore a new life-form. 
Feeling a certain affinity with the exo- 
comps. Data elects himself their cham- 
pion and is prepared to defend them even 
when his actions could endanger the lives 
of his crewmates. 

Machine life-forms are nothing new to 
Star T rek : The Next Generation and the 
fa.scinating moral and ethical implications 
surrounding them have been investigated 
at length in various episodes. In panicuiar. 
Season Three's Evolution relates how the 
crew of the Enterprise establish contact 
with a 'race' of microscopic devices 
called Nanites. The Quality of Life bears 
many similarities to this episode but un- 
fortunately makes no reference to it. 

Jonathan Frakes's excellent direction 
breathes life into an unambitious script 
which only works on the basis that it is a 
— slight — variation on a theme. 

Viewers will undoubtedly find the two 
part Chain of Command rather more sat- 
isfying. These excellent episodes have 
two powerful storylines both of which 
capitalise on the audiences fondness and 
admiration for the regular crew members 
of the Enterprise. 

Picai'd. Worf rutd Beverly are all se- 
lected by Star Fleet to infiltrate Cardassian 
territory to procure vital information. In 
Picard's absence, the Enterprise is com- 
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manded not by Riker but a Captain Jellico 
whose ideas and methods are in complete 
contrast with Picard's. 

While on his mission. Picard is captured 
by the Cardassians and is bnitally tor- 
tured. 

It is pan tw'o of the story and the scenes 
between Picard and his captor. Gul Ma- 
dred which distinguish Chain of Com- 
mand as one of the very best episodes of 
Star Trek: The Next Generation. 

David Warner's portrayal of Gul Ma- 
dred is chilling and unfortunately, fright- 
eningly credible. Patrick Stewart, who is 
of course consistently excellent, manages 
to surpass even his own high standards of 
acting. His portrayal of a man enduring 
unimaginable pain and suffering at the 
hands of another cannot fail to move even 
the most detached viewer. 

It is difficult to compete with such a 
perfect combination of good scripting and 
acting but the scenes on the Enterprise are 
no less an achievement. The viewer will 
share Riker's anger'and Imstration as he 
and the crew of the Enterprise endure the 
almost tyrannical rule of their new cap- 
tain. The only let down of the story is that 
Captain Jellico doesn’t get what he de- 
serve.s at the end. 

Ship in a Bottle is a sequel to Season 
Two's Eleinentaiy My Dear Data and if 
nothing else it reminds us that things can 
go seriously wrong on the Enterprise's 
holodeck. 

Daniel Davis returns to play the evil 
Professor Moriarty whose performance is 
superb even if his Engli.sh accent is not. 
Joining the professor at his side is the 
Countess Regina Banholamew played by 
Stephanie Beacham. late of The Colbys 
and Dynasty. Happily. Beacham is not 
playing a bitch but instead lends the epi- 
sode a welcome helping of polite Victo- 
rian charm and decorum. 

Despite being yet another holodeck 
story. Ship in a Bottle is an excellent co- 
nundrum. The only annoyance is Picard 
and La Forge's solution which is to say the 
least, morally questionable. 

John Ainsworth 

STAR TREK: 

DEEP SPACE NINE 
CIC Video 
Emissary 
Rental 

Released: June 1993 

S TAR TREK: BEEP SPACE 
NINE'S premiere episode cer- 
tainly makes an impact as it starts 
with a flashback to the battle at 
Wolf 359 between Startleei and the Borg. 
This sequence introduces Colonel Sisko 
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and shows his tragic background as his 
civilian wife is killed in the attack. The 
stunning vi.sual impact the new show 
makes is. in fact, the most outstanding 
impression left over from the pilot. It 
look.s as if a lot of money has been placed 
into construction of the sets and the visual 
effects. 

This does not detract from the cast, how- 
ever. who work very well together despite 
one or two teething troubles. Avery 
Brook's Commander Sisko is very engag- 
ing and his voice is a delight to listen to. 
Nana Vistor's Major Kira is a good con- 
trast with Sisko' s calm although her pout- 
ing and posing became a little wearing at 
some stages during the pilot. Colm 
Meaney shines as O'Brien and rapidly 
establishes himself as a major attraction 
on the show. The other characters are all 
likeable despite their limited screen time 
making it ditlcult to pass judgement on 
them. 

The story is not all if could have been 
and perhaps this is because it juggles too 
many plot threads. What seems to begin 
as an examination of Bajor's state of af- 
fairs rapidly becomes a first contact .story 
and a fight to stopped the Cardassians 
re-taking the station. 

Taking everything into account this is an 
impressive debut. It seems as if a lot of 
thought has gone into this new version of 
Star Trek and. judging by the ratings it 
attracted on American television, that 
careful preparation has paid off in spades. 
As is becoming increasingly usual in Brit- 
ain. however, the best place to see this new 
series is on video. 

Stuart Clark 
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June sees the release of two rental vid- 
eos of Deep Space Nine. VJe intend to 
cover the .sell-through releases in Au- 
gust(-ish}. but thought we’d have a taste 
of things to come with this release. Inci- 
dentally. do not confuse this rental version 
with the Special Edition of Emissary 
which comes out in a month's lime and 
will include interviews with the cast. 

DOCTOR WHO 
Myth Makers 
Terrance Dicks and 
Barry Letts 
Publisher: Reeltime 
Pictures 
Price: £16.99 
Released: May 1993 

E very now and then a video 
conies along which is edge of the 
seat stuff. This video falls into 
ihat category for two reasons. 
The first is the subject matter, and the 
second is that the video has a cliffhanger 
ending! 

So. the subject matter first: Dicks and 
Letts. These two gentlemen were respon- 
sible for practically all of Jon Pertwee's 
stories and instigated the first Tom Baker 
season . Their stamp on the series is quite 
unique, and their philosophy of the pro- 
gramme’s style and direction quite fas- 
cinting. 

The video starts off with a general dis- 
cussion about Who in their careers and 
then moves more specifically to their early 
invlovement with the show. The hand- 


MEET THE STARS FROM HHE BBCtv SERIES 
DOCTOR WHO 
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BARRY TERRANCE 
LETTS & DICKS 

Produce Script Editor 


over from the previous Who team shows 
how they had to cope with someone else's 
decision to have the Doctor on Earth with- 
out the TARDIS. 

As the discussions continue — and this 
is more a friendly chat between Dicks. 
Letts and inters'iewer Nicholas Briggs — 
the focus is turned on each individual 
story. Through this chat we discover the 
way Doctor Who was made in the 1970s. 
and the aims of these two gentlemen, it is 
all quite fascinating stuff, and it is almost 
impossible not to keep watching to the 
end. 

Now the problems. The fascinating flow 
is inteiTupted by an advert for the Myth 
Maker series, and it is quite intrusive, but 
a few seconds back into the chat and 
you've forgotten all about it. The real 
problem with the video is that, having 
gone through the Pertwee stories one by 
one. the video stops in the 1972 season, 
leaving the viewer frustrated over what 
might have been said over following sto- 
ries. 

I understand that there will be another 
video at some point. A good job too! Tt is 
a pity, though, that the video cover doesn't 
come clean and say that only the first part 
of the Letts/Dicks period is covered. Still, 
buy this video and become enthralled is 
my overall recomendation. 

James Phillips 
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DOCTOR WHO 
Tomb of the Cybermen 
BBC Audio Collection 
Price TBC 
Released June ’93 

W ith a substantial number of Doctor 
Who episodes still missing from the 
BBC's archives, it seems a little frivolous 
to be releasing an audiotape of a story 
already available of video. However, 
work on this tape had already been com- 
pleted before the story's welcome recov- 
ery in the early months of 1992. 
Obviously BBC Enterprises were unwill- 
ing to write off the outlay they had already 
committed to this project — despite the 
fact that it is unlikely to sell particularly 
well, becau.se for a few pounds more you 
can have the pictures too. 

Many readers will be familiar with the 
plot; archaeologists discover the remains 
of the Cyber-race on the planet Telos. but 
it is an elaborate trap. Oddly enough, it 


still works rather well on audio, thanks to 
some chilling sound effects and incidental 
music, and a plot that relies heavily on 
dialogue and characters rather than non- 
stop action. 

Jon Pertwee narrates, but is hampered 
by a rather daft script. The c]a.ssic scene in 
which the Cybermen re-awaken. for ex- 
ample. is cheapened by the crass descrip- 
tion: "Slowly, one by one. the Cyhermen 
began to break open from their cells. 
Huge, monstrous silver beings, emotion- 
less. iTithless. terrifying!" 

The two previous audio releases were 
unmissable, but this one is probably for 
collectors only. 

Matthew Cooke 

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GEN- 
ERATION 
Contamination 
An Audio Adaptation 
by John Vornholt 
Based on his Original Novel 

M any will have already read the 
original novel of Contamination but 
this cassette version is certainly different 
enough to wan-ant buying as an addition 
and not as an alternative. 

The action takes place on board the En- 
terprise: Vornholt writes an enjoyable if 
somewhat predictable 'whodunit', with 
all the required elements thrown in. 

The dead body comes in the shape of 
Lynn Costa, the wife and partner of Emil 
Costa. Together they invented the trans- 
porter's famed bio filter. Having just de- 
stroyed the most important pails of her 
and her husband's years of research she 
dies under mysterious circumstances. The 
suspects are too numerous to mention, and 
with the odd red herring thrown in for 
good measure it is left to Worf and Troi to 
pick the bones out of this muddle of mur- 
der. mystery, intrigue and betrayal. 

Contamination comes as a welcomed 
break from the numerous Picard. Riker 
and Data storylines which tend to be the 
norm, and this in more ways than one is 
most defiantly Worfs story. 

This unusual audio adaptation, which 
runs to approximately 90 minutes, comes 
neatly packaged with a brief introduction 
on the story and its reader. Michael Dorn. 

The cassette mainly works because 
Worf is the major player. Dorn reads him 
with the .same brilliance as he plays him in 
the TV series and that, along with the 
superb sound effects and original score, 
just about makes you forgive him for read- 
ing the female characters so badly. 

As an American product it is a format 
which may be difficult to lay your hands 
on. but it will be an interesting addition to 
anyone's ST:TNG collection. 

S Uncles 
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I CD Releases 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine & 
Outer Limits 
(US imports) 

A n unfortunately short review of two 
recent CD releases. The Deep Space 
Nine CD covers the pilot story, but the 
only really notable piece is the Borg theme 
used in the track covering the Wolf 359 
battle. However, the track accompanying 
the journey into the wormhole i.s quite 
atmospheric. The rather dull series theme 
is there, but the ‘Single Version’ is much 
better and more interesting. All in all. only 
for fans of the show. 

Also out is the music from the Outer 
Limits series, with a collection of sound 
effects from the series thrown in. The Man 
Who Wn5 Never Born has shades of the 
music used in Quatermass. from a 
slightly earlier period in tv history, and 
The Hundred Days of the Dragon con- 
jures up a very Chinese-sounding set of 
tracks. The various opening and closing 
themes are there, as well as the ’Control 
voice' introduction and sign-off. 

’Excellent' sums up this CD. A must- 
buy. 

James Phillips 
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In A Man Alone Dr Bashir provides a solution to Odo's problem 
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P ICTURE THIS: a young man, 
fresh out of school, finds himself 
in a strange new place, far from 
home. He’s brash, enthusiastic, 
and eager to prove himself to his more 
experienced peers. For him, life is an ex- 
citing adventure, waiting to be explored. 

Not only does ±at description apply to 
Julian Bashir, the brilliant young doctor, 
who joins the crew of the Space station 
Deep Space Nine, but it also applies to 
actor Siddig El Fadil who plays the char- 
acter of Bashir in the new Star Trek spin- 
off series. El Fadil, a recent graduate of 
LAMDA, left his London home last year 
for the sunny climes of Hollywood after 
landing the coveted role of the brilliant 
specialist in multispecies medicine. 

|An Englishman in LA 

“I’m still trying to get used to the Ameri- 
can life-style,” the actor insists, during an 
all too brief break in filming the thirteenth 
first-run episode of Deep Space Nine. 
“It's very different from England I sup- 
pose. but I'm slowly get used to it. I’m not 
a very good assimilator. I used to think 1 
was brilliant at assimilating, but I'm not 
very good anymore, so I just tend to go 
home a lot. 

‘The Star Trek lifestyle, for me, is very 
easy to get used to, because I’m not used 
to any±ing else. I’ve only been out of 


Sisko and Bashir encounter a perpetual war In Battle Lines 
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Siddig El Fadil as Dr Julian Bashir 


school for two years, and I've done a 
couple of other jobs in London, hut I 
didn ■ t know any worse or any better. This, 
to me is what it’s like, what it’s all about, 
so I don’t find it a shock. 1 also find the 
studio a most extraordinui 7 place, and 1 
feel more comfortable in the studio than 1 
think 1 have anywhere else, partly because 
it's a wonder of the world. It's extraordi- 
nary. with these huge buildings, and they 
all contain a bit of weirdness inside them." 

Siddig El Fadil was born in the Sudan, 
although his parents moved to England 
shortly after his birth. After being edu- 
cated in Britain, he moved on to drama 
school before striking out on his own. His 
theatrical credits included Brother Eiche- 
mann and Sinbad the Sailor, and on tele- 
vision. the six-part mini-series Big 
Battalions, and A Dangerous Man. 
where he played King Feisal. It was his 
work in the latter film, which was also 
screened on American PBS stations, that 
brought him to the attention of producer 
Rick Berman. Berman, who had also been 
executive producer on Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, was readying a new 
Space series and thought the young Brit- 
ish actor might be right for the part of 
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Bashir. 

El Fadil went in to meet with Para- 
mount's casting agents in London, and 
several days later, was asked to fly to Los 
Angeles to test for Bashir. The rest, as they 
say. is television history. 

Walking on Water 

Despite his relative inexperience. 
Bashir’s alter-ego claims to have had no 
trouble getting u.sed to the technical as- 
pects of DS9. including the programme's 
extensive visual effects. "I’m a very tech- 
nical actor anyway because of my train- 
ing. so hitting the marks, trying not to 
bump into the furniture, and getting the 
lines out is something that’s been drilled 
into me for three years every day. As a 
LAMDA graduate. 1 haven’t learned how' 
to develop the bad habits yet. so 1 quite 
enjoy doing the technical stuff. I get it 
really wrong a lot of the time, but I still 
relish the challenge of that. 

"1 suppose that is one of the challenges 
of this genre as an actor: doing all of that, 
and making it believable. Sometimes, 
some of the things we do are just unbeliev- 
able: we almost walk on water, so trying 
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to walk on water and have a chat about the 
state of one’s life at the same time can be 
very difficult sometimes." 

Tongue Twisters 

One thing El Fadil’s training did not 
prepare him for was the show’s tongue- 
twisting techno-babbie, which takes many 
Star Trek actors a lot of time to ma.ster. 
"That’s all about imagination." laughs the 
newcomer. "1 don’t actually know what 
half the stuff I’m talking about is! 

"I usually have to associate it with some- 
thing else, so it makes sense to me. People 
do notice if you’re busking it. if you don’t 
know what you’re talking about. If I don’t 
know what I’m talking about I tend to talk 
so fast. I just try to get through it very 
quickly and hope nobody notices." 

Isn’t it difficult though, to busk techno- 
babble. where each word is really sup- 
posed to mean something? ‘‘Yeah, that’s 
true. One of the things I’ve had to learn in 
the past is to learn a play in another lan- 
guage that was completely foreign to me. 
That was a good discipline for doing this 
sort of thing. I had to learn a part in French, 
which I didn't speak, and it was Seven- 
teenth Century French as well. We had 
three weeks to learn it before we actually 
had to go on stage and do it, so it’s a bit 
like that. The words come like bullets to 
your brain, and you don’t know until 
you’ve said them whether they’re right or 
wrong sometimes, but you get through 
them by doing the work.’’ 

While the character of Dr Bashir follows 
in the tradition of previous Star Trek 
doctors, such as Bones McCoy in the 
original series, and Beverly Crusher in 
The Next Generation, the medical offi- 
cer of Deep Space Nine is dramatically 
different in at least one re.spect: his skills 
and intelligence are offset by his boyish 
enthusiasm. At this point in his career as 
a Starfieet Medical Officer. Bashir is over- 
awed by his surroundings, is still finding 
his way around, and is likely to make the 
occasional error in judgement. According 
to El Fadil however, this will change as 
time goes by. "He probably started off 
really naive right off the bat." he agrees, 
"and to a great extent, was a liability when 
he first arrived at the station. I think maybe 
he’s started to calm down a bit. 

"There will be situations, which I'm 
sure will completely fox him. and the 
na'ive streak will come out again. He's 
mellowing a little bit, but it’s not wisdom 
yet. I wouldn’t call it that!’’ 

Parallels 

The actor admits there are some real life 
parallels between his own life and that of 
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Between Takes 

Although at the time of the interview 
he's already filmed over a dozen episodes 
of Deep Space Nine, the actor still finds 
the experience exciting. Rather than re- 
treating to his trailer between scenes as 
many stars are wont to do. El Fadil can 
usually be found walking around the stu- 
dio during his free time, or sitting outside 
the sound stage chatting with the cast and 


Bashir, part of the tern 


his Deep Space Nine counterpart, but sug- 
gests it's just part of the job. "First, it is 
like wiping the slate clean as far as your 
past history is concerned; arriving in an- 
other place that's relatively exotic, as op- 
posed to being in London. That must have 
some effect, but I don't know whether it's 
the character forming my life, or my real 
life forming the character. 

"I find that in that in every part that I've 
done — 1 sound like a seasoned actor, and 
I'm not: I've done three parts — but what- 
ever pai'ts I've done on set have always 
tended to form a little bit of my life. 1 spit 
when I hear- the words ‘method actor', but 
it does rub off a bit. You're always think- 
ing about. 'Oh. this would be quite fun.' 
so I suppose it does enter your life, but 1 
haven't quite been the Jetsetting doctor 
that some people think." The actor laughs. 
"Perhaps it's my affair with Madonna 
that's a big thing!" 

Imaginary liaisons with the Material 
Girl not with standing. El Fadil seems to 
have settled into the Los Angeles lifestyle 
fairly w-ell. "I’vejust bought a convertible 
car!" he declares with an almost Bashir- 
like enthusiasm. "I got the car rather 
quickly — a bright green convertible, and 
1 didn't even test drive it. I just said. '1 like 
that car: can you sell it to me?' and the guy 
said yes. It was a wonderful freedom, be- 
cause 1 don't know anything about cars. 1 
find that very ea.sy. 

"I can't cook for myself, so I love the 
fact that there are hundreds of very good 
restaurants all over the place, and you can 
call in and get the most exotic meal, which 
you could never do that in England. The 
only thing 1 don't like is not being able to 
walk around, which is why 1 live close to 
where Paramount Studios is located. It's a 
really good place to walk around." 


crew. On this particular day in fact, his 
fellow Brit Patrick Stewart walked across 
the lot from The Next Generation stage 
to shake hands, and swap stories about life 
in the United Stales. 

Does El Fadil still look forward to com- 
ing to work every day? "Oh yeah. I enjoy 
it 1 suppose, because I'm in LA. 1 don't 
have family to miss out here, and I'm not 
being torn away from a social life. This is 
my social life all in one. so I look forward 
to it immensely. Of course after three 
weeks on the go all day. somelime.s you 
say. ‘Oh. 1 don't want logo in today!' hut 
that's more exhaustion than anything else. 
I like the freedom of it. and having a 
character of my own to do with almost 
what I will, and to expand upon it. The 
producers give us a lot of freedom us 
actors." 

With Deep Space Nine now an unquali- 
fied success with fans and critics alike, it 
appears that Dr Julian Bashir will he 
around for quite some time. As for Siddig 
El Fadil. the actor thinks his character will 
be seeing a lot of growth in the future, and 
maybe — maturity? "He's like a young 
man coming fresh into the world, except 
this is the world of the 21st Century. He 
has to face all the problems and teething 
troubles he's going to have, as 1 would 
have as a young man fresh out of univer- 
sity. He's clay ready to be moulded; he's 
fai- from perfect." 

Joe Nazzaro 


A rare shot of Bashir at his medical < > 


interview 


doctor who 




nice!" announces author Christo- 
pher Bulis. "The Doctor. Ace and 
Bernice have been to lots of rotten 
places in their travels; and I thought it was 
about lime that they had a change. 1 
thought there must surely he soinewhere 
that's nice and clean, where's there's no 
litter... At least you hope there is..." 

In the latest New Adventure novel. 
Shadowmind. to be publi.shed in July this 
year, the TARDIS does indeed bring the 
crew to a lush and verdant worlB”. an al- 
most Eden-like paradise. 

Bulis is the first to admit, however, that 
his imagined world is a little cliched. "It's 
very much the sort of thing people in the 
Twentieth Century would like the future 
to be." he admits, and cites the worlds 
visited by the crew of the USS Enterprise 
a,s a major influence on his work. 

"It i.s a cliche, but then so are the Cyber- 
punk futures imagined by other Science 
Fiction writers. Hopefully Shadowmind 
will bring a breath of fresh air into the 
Future — and at least my people and 
places are nice!" However, this being a 
Doctor Who there is a serpent at the very 
heart of this supposed Paradise, although 
it would be giving too much of the plot 
away to reveal the exact nature of the 
threat to the TARDIS crew. 

Life Fan 

Like many other writers of the New 
Adventures series of novels Bulis is a 
life-long fan of Doctor Who. having 
watched it from the very first epi.sode in 
1963, when his mother picked up a copy 
of the Rodin Times and remarked to her 
son that there was what seemed like "an 
interesting Science Fiction series starling 
this afternoon". 

He'd initially heard about the New Ad- 
ventures series through the fan network 
and the various publications featuring 
Doctor Who. including, of course. TV 
Zone. It was in the Autumn of 1991 when 
he first contacted Virgin editor Peter 
Darvill-Evans with a proposal. Darvill- 


Evans's initial reaction to the proposal 
was encouraging, and he asked Bulis to 
submit a more detailed synopsis. 

The wheels of publishing grind slowly, 
and. while Virgin was considering the 
Shadowmind synopsis. Bulis was busy 
simply getting his act together and writing 
the book. After a long gap. and after at- 
tempting some "experimental" chapters 

— in the fashion of Time's Cntcibie — 
which he later abandoned, he was finally 
commi.ssioned to write the book. 

Major Review 

By this time there had been major revi- 
sions to the tenor of the New Adventures. 
Shadowmind was originally .set in the 
Tw'enty-Eighth Century but it was 
brought back a hundred years to tie in with 
the New Adventures' chronology. Ace 
had left, and returned, a ruthless fighter 
and no longer the Aag.vf-ridden teenager 
of earlier stories. Most importantly of all. 
the new' character of Benny had been in- 
troduced. 

While he enjoyed writing for Benny he 
did find her a slight problem. "There's no 
visual reference for Bernice as there is 
with the Doctor or Ace." he says, and 
admits that that makes it harder for the 
writer to paint a convincing portrait o.‘'the 
character. 

"She is. however, very useful for telling 
the readers what's going on." he contin- 
ues. conceding that — like all the other 
New Adventures writers — he kept in the 
back of his mind that, in the original writ- 
ers' guidelines introducing the new char- 
acter. Benny was compared with Emma 

— Peel and Thompson, that is. "Emma 
Thompson would do a very interesting 
characterisation of Bernice." he allows. 
"If the tv series did come back, then why 
not?" 

Ace Critic 

On the other hand he is both extremely 
enthusiastic and critical about Ace. "On tv 

— God. what a character! But I hate peo- 



ple being pointlessly rude — Hike to think 
that I'm a nice enough person and that I 
get on with everyone — although I sup- 
pose she's a rellection of the Nineteen- 
Nineties." He admits that portraying Ace 
in the books as she appeared on tv isn't 
particularly helpful. "She's loaded down 
with so much emotional baggage, and 1 
tried to lighten her and soften her. In the 
New Adventures she can't keep up that 
sort of emotional level [which she does on 
tv), otherwise she'd burn up." 

And what about the persona of the Sev- 
enth Doctor? At a recent convention fel- 
low author Jim Monimer (co-writer with 
Andy Lane of Lucifer Risini’) admitted 
that he found McCoy's Doctor particu- 
larly difficult to write for. and it's a senti- 
ment shared by several other New 
Adventures authors. Did Bulis have any 
problems with writing for the Seventh 
Doctor? 

"Initially, yes." he admits. "1 had to find 
a phrase w'hich summed him up, a handle 
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I Shadowmind 
by Christopher Bulls 
Publisher Virgin 
Price: £3.99 
Published: 15th July 

It's Ace's birthday, and the TARDIS materializes on 
an Eden-like colony world in the future. It seems that 
the Doctor has finally brought Ace and Benny to 
Paradise. This world Is lush and verdant, Its colonis- 
ers content, and the Shakespearean names which 
they give to their world (Arden, Oberon, Touchstone) 
richly evoke the planet’s seemingly Utopian set-up. 
Of course, things aren’t what they seem and the 
TAROIS crew and the colonisers soon find their lives 
under threat by the planet's indigenous population - 
the Shenn — and something even more dark and 
deadly... 

Christopher Bulis’s Shacfowm/nd is many things, but 
I’m not sure It's a Doctor Who novel. That’s not to 
make light of Its many plus points but It’s all — well, 
it’s all a little too Star Trek-y for my taste; indeed, 
halfway through the book I wouldn't have been at all 
surprised to see a cameo appearance from Kirk or 
Spock. There’s all of the philosophising of an early 
Star Trek episode (with the obligatory Evil Intelli- 
gence), and there’s lots of well-executed and con- 


vincing hardware; what is lacking, however, Is the 
gritty realism of the later New Adventures, or that 
spetciai Who magic of the tv series. 

Bulls’s powers of description are, for the most part, 
excelient — hardly surprising for an artist and illustra- 
tor —but his dialogue Is a trifle stilted and unconvinc- 
ing. Where he falls down most is in his portrayal of 
the Doctor. McCoy’s Doctor Is hardly the easiest to 
write for, but here he lacks the mystery and darkness 
of pervious appearances. His most irritating aspect is 
his role as an omniscient teacher, providing ready 
and lengthy explanations forevents; the Doctor must, 
by necessity, always fill this role to some extent, but 
not to such a degree that it deprives his colleagues 
of going oul and unravelling the mystery for them- 
selves. No-one likes a know-it-all, especially the 
reader looking for action and excitement atKf not 
explanations handed to him on a plate. 

So much for the down side. What Shaciowmind\s is 
a finely-written Science-Fiction novel (in tact, prob- 
ably one of the best purely SF New Adventures yet 
to appear), with one of the most convincing alien 
societies to appear In Who for a long time. Bulls is 
also particularly good at describing an Earth colony, 
pointing out the subtle differences between the col- 
ony world and the home planet. 

A worthy SF novel — if not quite a New Adventure. 

P Mantora 


on which to write. For instance, with Pat- 
rick Troiighton you have that phrase: ’the 
co.smic hobo' which is exactly what he 
was. I thought and thought about the Sev- 
enth Doctor until a phrase suddenly came 
into my mind: ‘he looked around and 
blinked owlishly'. And that was it. From 
then on the rest just followed. Strangely 
enough. Peter Darvill-Evans |in Deceit] 
also describe.s the Doctor, quite inde- 
pendently. us being ’owlish',., so maybe 
I'm right..." 

Artist First 

Bulis considers himself an artist first and 
a writer second. Appropriately, he also 
illustrated the cover of his book, includ- 
ing. as requested, a poiirait of Benny, if 
only to counter the recent surfeit of Ace- 
centred covers. He admits, however, to 
being somewhat peeved that fellow author 
Jim Mortimer painted the cover to his own 
book. "I wanted to be the first!" 

As a life-long aficionado of the series, 
he hopes that Doctor Who will someday 
return to tv, ’’It belongs to the small 
screen." he insists, "with perhaps the oc- 
casional foray into the cinema. Perhaps 
the New Adventures and the change of 


personnel will help... 

"Doctor Who is a national institution, if 
you like, and the idea is greater and more 
substantial than any actor who might play 
in it. That was one of the faults of the later 
series, when you had guest artists appear- 
ing. It wasn't a good idea, it became a 
ca.se of playing Spot the Star, it became a 


game. 

"But there's still potential in the idea. 
Ask anyone in the street today. They 
might not have seen it for years, they 
might not remember much about it. or 
even who's playing the leading role - but 
they've all heard of Doctor Who..." 

Robin Turner 
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Opposite page: T'Pau supervises the Vulcan mating ritual 




Star ^rel^ 


I Main Series Cast 

Captain James T Kirk 



William Shatner 

Dr McCoy DeForrest Kelley 

Yeoman Janice Rand 



Sulu 

George Takei 

Chekov 

Christine Chapel. 

Walter Koenig 

Majel Barrett 

I Production 


Producers Gene L Coon, 

John Meredyth Lucas 


Executive Producer 

Gene Roddenberry 

Associate Producer 

Robert H Justman 

Script Consultant DC Fontana 


|b1 Catspaw 


Writer Robert Bloch 

Director Joseph Pevney 

Sylvia (AnUonette Bower), Korob (Theo 
Marcuse) 

The Enterprise encounters a witch and a 
warlock on the planet Pyris VII. After 
Sulu and Scotty are turned into zombies 
and the Enterprise is reduced to a trinket. 
Kirk must find a way to save his crew... 

|b2 Metamorphosis 

Writer Gene LCoon 

Director Ralph Senensky 

Zefram Cochrane (Glenn Corbett), 
Nancy Hedford (Elinor Donahue) 

The shuttle craft Galileo is pulled off 
course while transporting Kirk. Spock, 
McCoy and Assistant Federation Com- 
missioner Nancy Hedford. On the plane- 
toid Gamma Canaris N they find a man 
who should have died long ago... 

I B3 Friday’s Child 

Writer DC Fontana 

Director Joseph Pevney 

Eleen (Julie Newmar). Kras (Tige An- 

r~ 
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drews), Maab (Michael Dante), Keel (Cal 
Bolder), Akaar (Ben Gage) 

In an attempt to beat the Klingons to an 
alliance with the Capellans, the Enterprise 
travels to Capella IV. There, Kirk stops 
the slaughter of an innocent woman and 
finds himself involved in a tribal war... 

I B4 Who Mourns For 
Adonais? 


Writer Gilbert Ralston 

Director Marc Daniels 


Apollo (Michael Forest), Carolyn 
(Leslie Parrish) 

The Enterprise is stopped by a huge 
hand which belongs to a powerful being 
who identifies himself as the god Apollo 
and demands that the crew worship him... 


I B5 Amok Time 


Writer Theodore Sturgeon 

Director Joseph Pevney 


T'Pau (Celia Lovesky), T'Pring (Arlene 
Martel), Stonn (Lawrence Mentaigne), 
Admiral Komack (Byron Morrow) 

Spock begins to act strangely and re- 
quests a leave of absence on his home 
planet. Vulcan. The crew soon discover 
Spock has begun ‘pon fair’; the involun- 
tary Vulcan mating cycle... 

I B6 The Doomsday 
Machine 


Written Norman Spinrad 

Director Marc Daniels 


A giant amoeba threatens the galaxy in The Immunity Syndrome 



Mirror, Mirror An alternate universe Spock 
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Commodore Decker (William Wiiuioii). 
Lt. Palmer (Elizabeth Rogers) 

The hulk of the starship Constellation is 
found floating in Space. There i.s only one 
person alive onboard. Commodore Matt 
Decker. He reveals that his ship was dev- 
astated by a huge machine w'hich destroys 
planets for fuel. Kirk is trapped on board 
the crippled Constellation when the 
deadly machine returns to attack the En- 
terprise. 

B7 Wolf In TheFolid 


Writer Robert Bloch 

Director Joseph Pevney 


Hengist (John Fielder). Juris (Charles 
Macaiily). Syho (Pillar Seiiral) 

Mister Scott is accused of murder when 
he is found on Argelius Two, standing 
over the body of a murdered girl with a 
bloodied knife in his hand... 

B8 The Changling 


Writer John Meredyth Lucas 

Director Marc Daniels 


Nomad's Voice (Vic Perrin). Singh 
(Blaisdel Makee) 

A Space probe. Nomad, is encountered. 
It appears to have been launched from 
Earth centuries before but has managed to 
accumulate awsome destructive powers 
on its journey. It now threatens to use 
those powers on the Enterprise... 

B9 The Apple 


Writer Max Ehrlich 

Director Joseph Pevney 


Akiita (Keith Andes). Yeoman Martha 
London (Celeste Yarnell). Makora (David 
Soul). Ensign Malloiy (Jay Jones) 

On Gamma Trianguli VI. the Enteiprise 
discovers a ■p^>'^dise' populated by an 
innocent race of people. The real power on 
the planet comes from a computer named 
Vaal that soon tries to destroy the Enter- 
prise and its landing party. 

BIO Mirror, Mirror 


Writer Jerome Bixby 

Director Marc Daniels 


Marlena (Barbara Luna). Thorn (Vic 
Perrin) 

While transporting through an atmos- 
pheric storm the transporter deposits Kirk. 
McCoy. Uhura and Scotty into a mirror 
universe where the Federation is a force 
for evil... 

B11 The Deadly Years 


Writer David P Harmon 

Director Joseph Pevney 
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Commodore Stocker (Charles Drake). 
Janet Wallace (Sarah Marshall). Yeoman 
Atkins (Carolyn Nelson). Mrs Johnson 
(Laura Wood) 

Making a routine check on the people on 
Gamma Hydra IV. the landing party con- 
tract a disease that causes them to age. 
Relieved of duty. Kirk is forced to watch 
as his ship is taken into the Neutral Zone 
and surrounded by Romulans. 

B12 /, Mudd 


Writer :.... Stephen Kandel 

Director Marc Daniels 


Harry Mudd (Roger C Carmel). Nor- 
man (Richard Tairo). Alyce Andrece 
(Alice 1 through 250). Rhae Andrece 
(Alice 251 through 500). Stella Mudd 
(Kay Elliot) 

The Enteipri.se is locked on a course to 
an unknown planet by a crewmember who 
turns out to be an android. The planet they 
an'ive at is populated by androids whose 
ruler is known to the crew of the Enter- 
prise of old — Harry Mudd... 

B13 The Trouble With 
Tribbles 


Writer David Gerrold 

Director Joseph Pevney 


Nil: Baris (William Schalleri). Koloth 
(William Campbell). Cyrano Jones (Stan- 
ley Adams). Luriy (Whit Bissell) 

The Enteiprise amives at Space Station 
K-7 to protect a consignment of grain. 
Once there it finds Klingon sabotage and 
worse still, hundreds of furry Tribbles... 




B14 Bread And Circuses 


Writers Gene Roddenberry 

Gene L Coon 

Director Ralph Senensky 


Merik (William Sinilhers), Claudius 
(Logan Ramsey). Septimus (Ian Wolfe). 
Policeman (William Bramley). Flavius 
(Rhodes Reason) 

The Enterprise arrives at a planet whose 
development has paralleled the history of 
Earth save that the Roman Empire did not 
fall. It is here that a Starfleet Captain dis- 
obeyed the Prime Directive and .set him- 
self up as First Citizen Merikus... 

B15 Journey To Babel 


Writer DC Fontana 

Director Joseph Pevney 


AmandalJane Wyait). Sarek(Mark Le- 
nardl. Thclev (William O'Connell). Cav 
(John Wheeler) Josephs (James K. 
Mitchell). Shras (Reggie Nalder) 

En route to an important diplomatic 
meeting. Spock's parents Sarek and 
Amanda beam aboard the ship. Spock and 
his father have not spoken for over a dec- 
ade and now Sarek needs a tranfusion 
from Spock to save his life... 

B16 4 Private Little War 


Teleplay Gene Roddenberry 

dud Crucis 

Director Marc Daniels 


Nana (Nancy Kovak). Tyree (Michael 
Witney). Krell (Ned Romero). Dr. 
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The planet Neural is in a state of civil 
war. The Klingons are arming one faction 
and Kirk must do something to help the 
situation without violating the prime di- 
rective. 

B17 The Gamesters of 
Triskelion 


Writer Margaret Armen 

Director Gene Nelson 


Call (Joseph Rtiskiii). ShaluKi (Aii- 
gelicpie Pellyjohii). Lars (Steve Saiiilor) 
Taiiiooii (Jane Ross) 

Kirk. Uhura and Chekov are abducted 
by an alien race and taken toTriskelion in 
the M-24 star system where they learn that 
they are to be trained as gladiators... 

B1 8 Obsession 


Writer Art Wallace 

Director Ralph Senensky 


Ensign Garrovick (Stephen Brooks). 
Rizzo (Jerry Ayres) 

While on Argus X a gaseous lifeform 
attacks a landing party and kills some of 
its members. Kirk is convinced that this is 
the same cloud that attacked a ship he 
served on as an ensign many years ago... 

B1 9 The Immunity 
Syndrome 


Writer Rabert Sabaroff 

Director Joseph Pevney 


No guest cast 

The Enterpri.se encounters a giant sin- 
gle-celled amoeba that is surrounded by a 
region in that induces mass depression in 
the crew. Either McCoy or Spock must be 
sent on a suicide mission to save the ship... 

B20 A Piece of the 
Action 


Teleplay David P Harmon 

Gene L Coon 

Story David P Harmon 

Director James Komack 


Bela (Anthony Caruso). Krako (Victor 
Tayback), Kalo (Lee Delano) 

The Enterprise encounters the ionians. a 
race of impressionable aliens. A hundred 
years ago, a starship left a book. Chicago 
Mohs of the Twenties, by accident. Now 
the planet is a gangster's paradi.se... 

B21 By Any Other Name 


Teleplay DC Fontana 

Jerome Bixby 

Story Jerome Bixby 

Director Joseph Pevney 


Rojan (Warren Stevens). Kelinda (Bar- 
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hara Boiichei). Hanar (Stewart Moss). 
Tomar (Robert Fortier) 

The Kelvans take over the Enterprise in 
a bid to return to the Andromeda Galaxy. 
The Kelvans are a race of beings who have 
assumed human guise in order to asess 
Mankind's vulnerability to invasion... 

B22 Return to Tomorrow 


Written John Kingsbridge 

Director Ralph Senensky 


Ann Miilhall (Diana Miililaiir) 

The Enterprise answers a distress call 
and discovers three survivors on the planet 
Arret. Unfortunately these sur\’ivors are 
simply conscious minds that now want to 
to return to human bodies... 

B23 Patterns of Force 


Writer John Meredyth Lucas 

Director Vincent McEveety 


Isak (Richard Evans). Daras (Valora 
Noland). Maiakon (Skip Homeier). John 
cm (David Brian) 

The Enterpri.se arrives at the planet Ekos 
to find that a Federation cultural observer. 
John Gill, has violated the prime directive. 
The world is now in the grip of Nazism... 

B24 The Ultimate 
Computer 


Teleplay DC Fontana 

Story Lawrence N Wolfe 

Director John Meredyth Lucas 


Dr Daystrom (William Marshall) 

A new computer device is tested aboard 
the Enterprise. Its inventor. Dr Daystrom 
claims that it is capable of replacing the 


captain of a starship. During wargame 
simulations to test the computer, the ma- 
chine takes control of the Enterprise and 
attacks the participating Starfieet vessels. 

B25 The Omega Glory 


Writer Gene Roddenberry 

Director John Meredyth Lucas 


Captain Tracey Morgan Woodward). 
Cloud William (Rov Jensen). Sirah (Irene 
Kelly) 

The Enterprise discovers the dead hulk 
of the starship Exeter orbitting Omega IV, 
All the crew arc dead except the captain 
who must have beamed to the planet. Kirk 
and a landing party discover that the cap- 
tain has violated the prime directive and 
used Starfieet weapons to secure his 
priviligcd position with the planet's in- 
habitants. 

B26 Assignment: Earth 


Teleplay Art Wallace 

Story Gene Roddenberry 

Art Wallace 

Director Marc Daniels 


Gary Seven (Robert Lancing). Roberta 
Lincoln (Terry Carr). Cromwell (Don 
Keefer) 

The Enterprise has travelled back 
through Time to observe the Earth during 
a time of great nuclear tension. It inter- 
cept an alien transporter beam the is tak- 
ing someone to Earth. The man claims that 
he is only there to help Mankind, but is he 
telling the truth..? 

Stuart Clark 
Photo re.seanii: Rod Summers & 
Mark French 
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A casualty of The Doomsday Machine 
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Directing 7 


W HEN it comes to a discus- 
sion of Blake's 7. Mary 
Ridge could be considered 
something of an expert. 
With rlo less than six episodes to her 
credit. Ridge was one of the series' most 
prolific directors, .second only to veteran 
helmer Vere Lommer. who eventually 
took over as producer. 

More than ten years after the final epi- 
sode aired. Ridge still has fond and very 
vivid memories of her work on the series. 
Sitting in a Kew Garden.s cafe this sum- 
mer. she shared some of those experi- 
ences. 

The Unseen Crew 

TV Zone: Your first episode of Blake's 


7. Terminal, was quite an important one 
for the series. 

Mary Ridge: I'll never forget that one. 
because it was the end of the Liberator. 1 
had planned everything out. but 1 remem- 
ber Iproducer] David Maloney talking to 
the technical manager and saying. ‘She's 
not going to finish, is she?' This was ju,st 
before the supper break, and the TM said. 
'Well she might, give her a chance'. 1 
heard this going on behind me and 
thought. ‘Fini-sh? I'll finish if it's the last 
thing I do!” 

That supper break was also when all the 
lovely hits and pieces came in for blowing 
up the Liberator. The visual effects lads 
were putting bare wires together and they 
actually got terribly excited as we started 
talking about what would happen with the 


Liberator so we could gel all the shots in. 
As we were discussing it — this piece of 
wrought iron would fall and a slide w'ould 
come down or whatever — suddenly one 
of them said. ‘Following this thing falling 
from the ceiling, lots of bodies will conic 
Hying down...' 1 then realized there was 
no one else in the Liberator, but he said. 
‘Oh yes. there's a whole world above'. I 
replied: ‘But I've heard Avon say he could 
fly the Liberator w ithout Zen and Orac or 
anybody else — there can't be all these 
people!' 1 thought maybe Fd got all the 
wrong ideas about this, so I withdrew and 
went to ask David Maloney. He said. 
■Rubbish!' It was such an exciting idea, 
because 1 could see all these dummies in 
their lovely suits, hurtling about the place. 


Gareth Thomas — minus teddy bear - 


3 Blake in Terminal 
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TVZ: They were just winding you up? 
Ridge: No, they were for real. They 
were actually very disappointed when I 
told them, so they put a few more ca.st iron 
bits in there. Y ve never forgotten the cast's 
faces when we were setting up those shots. 
After we got all the explosives ready, the 
camera chaps put on their hard hats, and 
as they were taping the camera guards to 
the lenses, all the cast members turned 
pale, especially when I said, ‘Now I'm 
going upstairs’. Paul [Darrow] asked. 
‘What about us?' and 1 said, ‘You'll be 
quite safe, but only if you go exactly 
where you’re told to go.' I think it was the 
camera guards going on that made them 
nervous. 

Destroying the 
Liberator 

TVZ: It must have been very nerve- 
wracking when it had to be done right the 
first time. 

Ridge: That’s the fun of the game, re- 
ally. I did a sequence on District Nurse 
where we set fire to a school, and that wa.s 
enormous fun. We rehearsed it dry, so that 
every move and camera shot was perfect, 
and then we set fire to it. If the special 
effects people say a girder is going to 
come down in a certain position, that's 
where it comes down. 

The Blake’s 7 cast was particularly 
good, because they had worked together 
so much. By that time, Paul was the leader, 
and because he was such a disciplined 
actor, the others would take their lead 
from him. He set the standard, and was so 
reliable that one gave him the meticu- 
lously timed movements, and the people 
who weren’t so good at timing things were 
given safer things to do. Paul would die if 
he knew I’d given him all the hard stuff, 
but he was able to handle those technical 
things for the camera, 

TVZ: Was it an emotional scene for the 
cast, seeing the Liberator set being broken 
up at the end of the story? 

Ridge: I think they were very up.set, and 
it was pretty awful as a new director to 
come in and blow up their toy. 1 did feel 
quite guilty about it. but perhaps it was 
easier for me. because it was my first one. 
and 1 hadn’t become devoted to it. 

Blake’s Return 

TVZ: How did they feel about having 
Gareth Thomas return for that episode? 

Ridge: Those scenes were done right 
after we’d finished filming on my beloved 
Pyrton Hill. It was a wonderful location 
that we also used to start the next series. 
Because it was the highest point in Ox- 
fordshire County, you could really do a 

I Tvzq>ii. 


Soolin (Glynis Barber) and Avon (Paul Darrow) prepare to 
take on a Doctor Who Sea Devil! 


360° pan from the top and see nothing. We 
went from there to film Gareth in the 
village hall nearby. It was really weird, 
because it was supposed to be limbo, but 
it had to be within moving distance of 
Pyrton Hill, so it was this village hall 
which was beautifully lit. and Scenery did 
a wonderful job with it. 

I'll never forget Gareth in his long white 
nightie, which he was holding down be- 
cause it wasn't very decent. We had to get 
him encased in this tube thing, and no 
sooner had we gotten him in and lined up 
the first shot when he said. ‘I'm very 
sorry, but 1 have to go!' So we eased him 
all the way out. and he toddled off to the 
toilet. 

When Gareth came back, he was look- 
ing slightly wicked, and we got him back 
in. hanging on to his nightie, and all con- 
nected up again, and we did one or two 
bits. Then Paul had to move in towards 
him for close-ups. and Gareth produced 
this tiny little bear, which he put on his 
shoulder. 

Season Four 

TVZ: Moving onto the fourth series. 


you directed Rescue, which began a so- 
called ‘new' direction' for the show. Were 
you involved with Jan Chappell leaving 
the series in that episode? 

Ridge: No. by the time I'd come to it. 
Jan wasn't going to be in it. The script had 
already been rewritten, and there was just 
her voice to be recorded. I never saw the 
script with her in it. 

TVZ: Had Vere already cast Glynis 
Barber as Soolin at that point? 

Ridge: Yes. Vere called everyone in for 
a cup of coffee, and the whole cast was 
there, and so was | costume designer] 
Nicky Rocker, who said since the story 
was a direct continuity from the end of the 
last episode, obviously everyone was go- 
ing to be wearing the costumes they fin- 
ished up in. and he had no intention of 
altering any of them! He then started go- 
ing around with a tape measure, telling 
everyone what was required to be lost. 

It was so funny to see the look on eve- 
ryone's face, because they'd all put on a 
bit of weight. Paul had gone in for a bit of 
good living I think, so evei 7 one was pull- 
ing themselves in when Nicky got there. 
He declared an inch and a half off Paul's 
middle, otherwise he couldn't get into his 
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black suit, and there was something to 
come off Steven (Pacey] and a bit off 
Michael [Keating], 

The Sea Devil 

TVZ: Ls it true that the monster used in 
the catacomb scene at the end of Rescue 
wa.s actually a Sea Devil 'borrowed' from 
an old Doctor Who episode? 

Ridge: That was the most ridiculous 
thing, because it would have been so 
cheap to do. actually. Nicky was someone 
who went his own way, and sometimes he 
designed costumes 1 thought were awful, 
and .sometimes he would design for some 
people and not others. He'd have favour- 


ites with the visiting people, and it didn't 
matter if they were playing the lead or 
little part. 

This thing that came out of the smoke 
was supposed to be a nothing; some sort 
of globule with only a shaped head, so all 
that was needed was a drape-like thing on 
a frame that would be able to flow out of 
the smoke. I think Nicky ran out of money 
or whatever, and he produced this .strange, 
.serpent-like, scaly thing, and there was not 
time to do anything about it. except to put 
more smoke in there. Vere thought it wa.s 
all right, but I was very alarmed by it, 
because I'd just seen it as some sort of 
moving mass, a sort ofjellyfish-like thing. 

Anyway, that was one of the compro- 


mises, but not long after Vere came into 
the office in a dreadful state, and said, 
i've just had John Nathan-Tumer onto 
me, saying why have we used one of his 
creatures for our creature?’ 1 said.'There's 
not good looking at me', because 1 hadn't 
seen any Doctor Whos, becau.se it went 
out at a time when I didn't watch televi- 
sion. There was a row about it. and quite 
rightly. 

Joe Nazzaro 

(In the second part of our interview, 
Mary Ridge talks about filming Animals 
in the rain, the problems of using a freshly 
painted bridge for Headhunter, and the 
real truth about the final episode of 
Blake's?.) 
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To advertise in the TV Zone Classifieds 
can cost just £3!!! Readers wanting Pen 
Pals pay just £3 for up to 32 words. Fan 
rate for conventions, clubs, an- 
nouncements and fanzines is £6 for up 
to 32 words. Other ads are £1 2 for up to 
32 words. All prices include VAT. 
Chegues/POs made payable to Visual 
Imagination Ltd. Copy deadline: third 
Thursday of month before publication. 
For further details of other advertising 
rates, please request our ratecard from 
Visual Imagination Ltd (TV Zone Adver- 
tising), PO Box 371, LONDON SW14 
8JL. Or ring John 081 875 1 520 and ask 
for TV Zone advertising. 


Announcements 


N Ireland QUANTUM LEAP Apprecia- 
tion Association meetings on 4th Sat- 
urday of every month. Episodes, 
quizzes, discussions etc. UK Mainland 
Leapers' very welcome! Details with 
ssae: Q.L.A.A.N.I,, 246 Comber Road, 
LISBURN, N Ireland BT27 6ZX. 

K-9 Books. New specialist shop!! Rrst 
of its kind in North West!! Grand open- 
ing, Sat 3rd July. 11am. 88-92 Chapel 
Street. Salford. Manchester. Come and 
join in the fun. 


Pen Pais 


Obsessed American Blakes' 7 fan, 
male. 28. Seeks correspondence with 
other fans. WHERE IS JAN CHAP- 
PELL? Respond please: Bryan, 1256-G 
Community Drive, Moraine Route. Estes 
Park, Colorado, 80517, USA. 

Obsessed Star Trek fan seeks pen 
pals. Any sex. Any age. Reply 100% 
guaranteed. Please write to: Colin Parry, 
6 Carrick Drive. Whitby, Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire L65 SPG. 

Male 21 wishes to meet Dr Who fans 
residing in Derby and Nottingham area, 
preferably living in my local area. Write 
to: Robert Bradley. 23 Lee lane, Lan- 
gley, Heanor, Derbyshire DE75 7HN. 


Clubs 


(Die Star Trek Club. UK dues £7.50 for 
six bi-monthiy 80-100 page newsletters 


covering all aspects of StarTrek. SASE 
to Janet Ouarton. 15 Letter Daill, Caim- 
baan, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8SX, 
Scotland. 

BSFR International Star Trek Club. UK 
membership £8.00, bringing you bi- 
monthly newsletters and magazines, 
featuring news, reviews, interviews, 
photos and much much more! Send 
SASE to BSFR, Bernard Walsh, 55 Kil- 
dare Road, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 1PR. 

FANDERSON, the Official Gerry Ander- 
son Appreciation Society. Magazines, 
photos, exclusive merchandise, 
cheaper rates at our conventions, local 
groups etc. SAE for details: FANDER- 
SON. PO Box 90. Wakefield. West 
Yorks, WF1 1XJ, 

AIRWOLF Appreciation Association 
UK. Remember Hawke, Dominic, Arch- 
angel, Caitlin. Marella and The Lady her- 
self? For more details, send large ssae: 
AIRWOLF Appreciation Association UK, 
246 Comber Road, LISBURN. Co An- 
trim BT27 6XZ, 

The Comic Strip & cult comedy fans: 
Don't get bored - join INTERESTING. 
Send SAE to Jane Mather, 9 Narrow 
Lane, Halesowen. West Midlands 662 
9ND. Your life is like a broken pencil 
without us. 

Ten Forward Star Trek TNG fan club, 
membership £3.50, three A4 newslet- 
ters per year, membership card, certifi- 
cate, starship assignment, choice of 
race, details send SAE to TF, 3 Hard- 
wicKe Road, Eastwood. Rotherham. 
S6S 1RE. 
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Conventions 


Lightspeed '93 StarTrek Next Genera- 
tion convention, Leeds Hilton, 17lh-19fh 
September. Guests, videos, competi- 
tions, dealers and more. For details send 
SAE to: 'Lightspeed 93'. 16 Bramwell 
Stret, Eastwood, Rotherham S65 1RZ 


Greenwood IV celebrate the 10th anni- 
versary of Robin of Sherwood. Guests - 
numerous members of cast. 27th-29th 
August. For more information contact 
High Hopes, La Vrangue, St. Peter Port, 
Guernsey. 

The London Away Team one-day Star 
Trek con happens on 20th November in 
London WC 1 , Send SAE to LATCON, 36 
Evenwood Close, Carlton Drive, London 
SW15 2DA. 

Voyage 94: Voyage to the Bottom of the 
Sea convention. 29th - 3ist July 1994. 
Novotel Hotel. Sheffield. For details 
send an SAE to: 15 Fullers Court, Exe- 
ter, Devon EX1 4DZ. 


Film Fairs 


Film. Sci-fi and Comic Fair. Gloucester 
Leisure Centre. Bruton Way, 
Gloucester. July 31st. 11am-4.30pm. 
Admission: £1.00 adults, 50p chil- 
dren/OAPs. Special guest: David 
Prowse. Over 200 stalls boasting Star 
Wars/Trek, Aliens, Batman, Dr. Who, 
trading cards, comics, magazines, vid- 
eos, latest kits, related items. Informa- 
IiorVbookings 0527 585036. 



THE LAST PICTURE SHOW 


starring 

* Uovie/TV and Rock 'n' Pop MemoraDilia 
' Autographs ’ Stills ' Posters 

• Lobby Cards ' Press krts ’ Postcards 

• Books ■ Sci-fi/Horror Models 4 Toys 

■ StarTrek ' Dr Who ‘ Alien etc 
'Magazines' Imported Comics 'Videos 
' T rading Cards ' Graphic Novels ' Manga 
' Soundtracks' Animation Art ' Anime 
‘Open 7 days a week 
Mon-Thurs 1 0-8, Fri 1 0-9. Sat 9-7, 
Sun 12-5 

The Last Picture Show. 

40 The Lanes. The Oasis, 
Meadowhsll Centre, Sheffield S9 1EP. 

Tel: 0742-569604 


Classic TV on video Including Aveng- 
ers, Dept S. Persuaders, Freewheelers. 
Dr Who, Saint, UFO, Suitcase, Baron, 
Champions and many more plus rare 
Horror films. Send large SAE to 24 
George Street, Morecambe, Lancs LA4 
5SU, 

Set of 3 Dr Who b/w posters of Jon 
Pertwee, Patrick Troughton, William 
Hartnell only £9.95 the set inc. pSp. To 
I order write to 31 Winslow Road, Bolton 


BL3 4SR. Monies payable to Mr D Ba- 
ber. 

Classic television on video. Including 
Avengers, Thriller, Danger Man, Terra- 
hawks. Gideon's Way and many more. 
Tel: 0234 766939. 

TV Zone issues 5, 6. 8, 10. 16. 17, 18, 
20 to 25, 27, 28, 29. 31 , 32, 34 to 41 
£1.60 each. Specials 2, 5 £2.60 each. 
Ring Wayne. 0438 355291 . 



Sheffield Space Center 33 The Wicker, 
Sheffield, S3 8HS. Tel: (0742) 758905, 
We stock a large selection of Science 
Fiction and Fantasy paperbacks, Ameri- 
can comics. Star Trek material, Doctor 
Who material, etc. Open Monday, Tues- 
day, Thursday, Friday 10am 'til 5pm. 
Saturday 9.00 'tii 5pm. Closed all day 
Wednesday. Please send SAE for list. 

Free Catalogue: Listing hundreds of 
StarTrek, Next Generation. Dr Who and 
other TV and SF subjects. Books, Vid- 
eos. Models etc: send First Class stamp: 
John Fitton (Books and Magazines). 1 
Orchard Way. Hensall, Goole. Northum- 
berside, DN14 ORT. 

New Worlds, Science Fiction and Fan- 
tasy specialists. Comics, books, maga- 
zines. 22 West Parade, Lincoln LN1 1JT 
(above Stamp Shop). Tel: 0522-530069. 
Open Mon - Sat 9.30-4.30. closed 
Wednesdays. 


Fanzines 


Paperback, Pulp & Comic Collector 
Magazine for tans of SF, Horror, 
TV/Film, Hero, Crime. 100 pages, col- 
our, No.7 includes Dr Who, vi/eird Tales. 
£2.95 to ZARDOZ. 20 Whitecrott, Dilton 
Marsh, Wiltshire BA134DJ 

Spectrum - a new cult series in script 
form, 'A Fishy Tale.' 4 episodes. Send 
cheque for £1 .50 to Andrew Trowbridge, 
at 4 New Cottages, Manor Farm, Monk- 
ton-up-Wimbome, Dorset BH21 5NL 

Now available Spotlight issue 2, a TV 
Sci-Fi/General lapezine. Issue 1 still 
available. Send a C90and SAE to Elaine 
Bull, 5 Clyftord Road, Ruislip Gardens, 
Middlesex HA4 6PU. 

Jaunt: We're back! Now covers Dr Who, 
StarTrek, Tomorrow People. £10 a year 
toWWest, 174 Griffiths Drive, Ashmore 
Park, Wolverhampton WV1 1 2JR. 
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Vortex 


I Plot 

January 12*. 1945: Six Navy jets are 
lost while flying over the notorious Ber- 
muda Triangle area of the Carribbean. 

June 19'^, 1976: Marine biologist Paul 
Jordan and his wife and son prepare to set 
off on a scientific expedition with a party 
of fellow scientists when a family crisis 
occurs, and his wife is unable to accom- 
pany them. The party departs in the Yon- 
der. manned by old salt Ben Wallace and 
his bos’n Carl. Scott excitedly notes that 
they will sail through the Bermuda Trian- 
gle, but Ben scoffs. Later, however, Paul 
notices a strange green light on the hori- 
zon, which transforms into a misty cloud 
that follows them. As it gets closer, Wal- 
lace orders everybody into their life jack- 
ets. Suddenly, Aey hear ghostly chimes 
emanating from the cloud, which grow to 
deafening extremes. The mist envelopes 
the boat and the crew and passengers are 
buffetted by waves which sweep Carl 
overboard. The survivors come around on 
the shore of an unidentified island. 

Paul and Scott climb to a ridge and dis- 
cover a mountainous valley. Back on the 
beach, Jill begins to panic, haunted by the 
chimes. Against Ben’s advice two of the 
scientists, Andy and George, take the sur- 
viving dinghy and set off for help. Jordan 
spots a distant figure spying on them from 
the cliffs. That night, Jordan and his son 
also puzzle over the absence of the moon 
or stars, even though it’s a clear night. The 
next morning, Fred finds the bodies of the 
two would-be rescuers washed ashore, 
and the remaining members of the party 
decide to set off inland, unaware that they 
are still being spied on. 

They discover a bizarre assortment of 
wildlife more suited to Africa and Austra- 
lia. In the undergrowth are the remains of 
one of the 1945 aeroplanes. As they rest, 
Ben who injured his arm badly in the 
shipwreck is confronted by the longhaired 
indian savage who has been watching 
them. The indian raises a futuristic musi- 
cal device at Ben and activates it. Jill’s 


I WZ^ME 


scream brings the others, um aijhef strug/ 
gle ensues. Once the indiaM^ been ov^ 
powered, Ben realize^m^be is suddpmy 
well. Although the^^age refu^s to 
speak, they acknmj^ge tentative friend- 
ship with him. 

A thunderstorm breaks, and the group 
lake shelter in a cave. They find an en- 
tombed mummified body which Eva dates 
back to preEgyptian limes and encounter 
prehistoric cave paintings which have 
only recently been put there! Eve also 
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^otes thqH^^ indian friend resembles the 
Arawak^€^, which died out in the 17th 
Cenut^ 

Tne next morning, Scott sees the indian 
sneak out of the cave and follows him. He 
is astonished to see the indian disappear in 
a burst of blue light, and then hear a voice 
inviting him to follow. On the other side 
of the doorway the indian shows the boy 
a Space vehicle, which they enter. Behind 
the doorway, the rest of the Jordan party 
are searching for the boy. and Paul and 
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Unwilling travellers In the main series; Liana (Katie Saylor), Wllloway (Roddy McDowall), Scott (Ike Eisenmann), Fred 
(Cart Franklin) and Varian (Jared Martin) 


Eve follow his voice through the blue light 
doorway to the spaceship. The indian re- 
veals himself to be Varian, a traveller from 
the year 2230. Varian explains chat he too 
has been shipwrecked, and that they are in 
a dimension where people have been 
plucked from numerous different Time 
periods through the centuries, and past, 
present and future may all exist simulta- 
neously. In the meantime. Ben. Fred and 
Jill have discovered the same thing the 
hard way, and are pursued and captured by 
a band of 16th Century British privateers 
on horseback. Even as they watch and wail 
for nightfall to stage a re.scue attempt, the 
Jordans, Eve and Varian are unaware that 
they too are being spied on. by a sinister 
figure in futuristic garb. 

Varian describes a utopian future world 
in the 23rd Century, where there are no 
more wars, and no more countries — “just 
Earth". He is a musician and a medic and 
has adopted the disguise of a harmless 
primitive indian to avoid the attention of 
the privateers, but warns them that his 
pacifist ideals make participation in Jor- 
dan’s as.sault on the privateers’ camp out 
of the question. As the others prepare 
makeshift firebombs. Varian promises he 
will assist in any peaceful way he can. 

In the meantime, at the privateers' en- 
campment. the villainous ruffian Paget 


and his men are contemplating the arrival 
of the first 'white woman' they've en- 
countered in eleven years. With Ben and 
Fred tied up it seems that Jill’s fate is 
sealed until a pistol shot breaks the tumult 
and Paget is confroated by his leader. Cap- 
tain James Camden, who wants the 
woman for himself. A swordfight ensues, 
Paget is killed, and Jill is taken away. Ben 
and Fred are freed, but this proves to be a 
hollow gesture. Once out of the sight of 
Jill, they are tricked into a cell by Cam- 
den's henchman. 

At dinner. Camden discusses what he 
believes to have been current events with 
Jill, and bemoans the fact that he has 
missed out on Sir Francis Drake’s a.ssault 
on the Spanish Armada. Jill also learns 
that when Camden has sent men out from 
the island in boats, their bodies have been 
found washed up on the beach. Camden 
takes her to a hideaway where he keeps the 
treasure he has pillaged, guarded by a 
lethal cobra. Unaware of Varian's revela- 
tions, Jill blurts out that it is 1 976 and his 
England has not existed for centuries. En- 
raged. Camden orders her to be burnt as a 
witch. The rescue party arrive just in time, 
but Ben is seduced by the allure of the 
treasure and killed by the cobra. The sur- 
vivors set off with Varian across the island 
after he tells them of a mythical doorway 


back to their own time. Meanwhile, the 
futuristic observer who has been spying 
on them returns to his city. 

The Source, the being who controls the 
city of Atlantium and its power, needs 
human beings to replenish its energy and 
dismissing the two women and Professor 
Jordan as unsuitable attempts to win the 
trust of Varian. Fred and Scott by return- 
ing the other three to 1976. One of them 
will provide the life force he needs to 
survive... 

I Cast 


Paul Jordan Scott Thomas 

Varian Jared Martin 


Scott Jordan 

Ike Eisenmann 

Jill 


Ben 

Lief Erickson 


Eve Susan Howard 

Fred ' Carl Franklin 


Sir James Camden Ian McShane 


Ben Hovis (extended version only) 
Desi Arnaz Jnr 

Carl 






Dar-L 

Gary Collins 

Atar 

Jason Evers 
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Scar Tom McCorry 

Source Mike Road 

Enid Jordan Lynne Borden 

Created by Bruce Lansbury 

Pilot Story Merwin Gerard 

Teleplay Merwin Gerard, 

Michael Michaelian, 

Kathryn Michaelian Powers 

Art Directors Ross Bellah, 

Carl Braunger 

Special Effects Don Cortney 

Costumes Grady Hunt 

Dir.Photography Sam Leavitt 

Producer Leonard Katzman 

Director Andrew V McGlagen 

Atlanlium director Barry Crane 

[Background 

The first thing the network did after 
viewing the pilot was dispose of Scott 
Thomas as Paul Jordan and the two bland 
female characters. This was done by 
bringing forward and rewriting opening 
scenes from the second episode, Allan- 
tium, and adding them to the pilot as a 
cliffhanger. They then made Varian the 


lead, and added new characters — Katie 
Saylor as Liana, an alien girl is introduced 
in AHantium and, in Beyond The Moun- 
tain. Roddy McDowall appears as Profes- 
sor Jonathan Willoway, a self-interested 
scientist from the 1960s who was initially 
supposed to perform the same trouble- 
making function as the Smith and 
Fitzhugh characters in ’60s successes 
Lost In Space and Land of the Giants. 

However, so timid were the networks at 
this point in American television history 
that even with such a splendid character 
actor as Roddy McDowall to liven things 
up, Willoway was never actually allowed 
to do anything particularly suspect. The 
pilot, originally running at 92 minutes, has 
since been trimmed down to 70 minutes, 
completely disposing of a plotline involv- 
ing Desi Amaz Jnr (later the star of Auto- 
man) as the halfcrazed pilot of the 
downed WWII ’plane. 

Fantastic Journey was a pleasant 
enough diversion, but like producer 
Leonard Katzman’s very similar Logan’s 
Run the following year, it was an oppor- 
tunity lost. Fantastic Journey had less to 
do with Time travel in the Doctor 


Who/Time Tunnel/Quantum Leap tra- 
dition than it had with straightforward tv 
SF scenarios, mixing the castaway themes 
of Lost In Space and Land of (he Giants 
with the ‘straw man society’ philosophy 
of Star Trek and Space; 1999 (and later 
Logan’s Run and Otherworld) in which 
the heroes would each week confront a 
society that was being tom apan by a 
symbolic representation of one of our own 
world's ills that could be straightened out 
by the heroes at story's end, be it slavery, 
sexism, dependency on machines, or 
some other form of tyranny or oppression 
— (he story editor was Star Trek's 
Dorothy Fontana. 

A variety of special effects were re- 
quired. including a green cloud that chases 
the travellers' boat, a sparkling, zapping 
effect when characters cross from one 
zone to another, and a spaceship for 
Varian, which was a completely encased 
shell of which various sides could be re- 
moved for filming. 

Jon Abbott 


[Trivia 

Both producer Katzman and creator/pro- 
ducer Bruce Lansbury were key figures in 
the rather barren arena of 1 970s US tv SF. 
With the failure of Fantastic Journey, 
Katzman — whose uncle Sam had been 
the producer of Columbia's Superman. 
Batman and Jungle Jim Saturday morning 
cinema serials in the 40s and '50s — went 
on to produce the Logan's Run tv series 
the following season m much the same 
style — and the same lack of commercial 
success. Lansbury. the brother of actresss 
Angela Lansbury of Murder She Wrote 
fame, had previously overseen Mission: 
Impossible and The Wild Wild West in 
the 1 960s. and William Shatner's Barbary 
Coast senes m the early '70$. Following 
Fantastic Journey, he would be a pro- 
duce! oil Wonder Woman. Buck Rogers, 
and Streethawk Katzman quit SF when he 
hit the Dig time pioducing David Jacob's su- 
per-soap Dallas in 1978- As in the case of 
the Logan s Run feature film, parts of Dal- 
las doubled as tutunstic locations in both 
Fantastic Journey and the Logan's Run 
series. Jared Martin. Susan Howard, and 
Ian McShane all found work on Dallas after 
being discovered by Katzman on Fantastic 
Journey. Katzman's son. Omri, played 
JR s son on Dallas and is currently starring 
in C4's buy-in Eerie Indiana. 

Fans of War of the Worlds will be amused 
to note that Jared Martin's futuristic weapon 
is in the form of a tuning fork, while nostal- 
gic Trekkers will recognize all the sound ef- 
fects immediately, particularly in Atlanlium. 
Carl Franklin, after a thankless tv acting ca- 
reer (his character in Fantaslic Journey 
wanders around saying ‘dig it' and 'right on' 
and practically has ‘demographic token’ 
stamped on his forehead), is currently fla- 
vour of the month after making his directo- 
rial debut with the critically acclaimed 
action film One False Move and HBO's 
Eldridge Avenue mini-series. 
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Varian with his device for healing and defence 
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James Bree in The Avengers episode Immortal Clay 


Janies Bree has appeared as a variety i>f 
colourful characters in Fantasy television 
series ranf{ing from The Avengers and 
The Prisoner, to Ace of Wands and Doc- 
tor Who. 

B ree decided to become an actor 
as a result of enjoying partici- 
pating in school productions, 
but before he could attend 
drama school he first had to undergo five 
years National Service. "My time in the 
RAF was useful because you learn a bit 
more about life." he declares, "but five 
years was too long, and for the last two 
years the war had been over." 

Completing his training. Bree worked in 
repertory in Whitby, then understudied 
Peter Ustinov. "1 played his role twenty 
and a quarter times. The quarter was when 
he had a no.se bleed following a very un- 
reali,stic fight. I was just about to go home 
in Act Three, and within minutes I was on 
the .stage. It was a bit alarming. I then got 
the chance to do it properly when he had 
a holiday." 

Going Live 

One of the actor's earliest television ap- 
pearances was in a black and white epi- 
sode of The Avengers, in which he 
appeared with Honor Blackman in the sec- 
ond season's Immortal Clay (recently re- 
peated on Channel Four). He played a 
character called Miller, who attempts to 
get his hands on a new unbreakable ce- 
ramic. "That was an hour-long live show, 
and I don't know how we did it. In that 
episode 1 was shot, and the chap who fired 
the gun [Steve Plytas. playing De Groot] 
was very nice, but very nervous about it. 
As a result 1 got the stuff from the blank 
in my face." 

Bree returned to the series in Killer, as 
the creator of a deadly computer called 
REMAK (Remote Electro-Matic Agent 
Killer). "I was in Portmeirion on holiday 
and I had a telephone call telling me to 
come back to be in The Avengers. It was 
a Bank Holiday Monday, and I drove back 
to be at the studio on Tuesday. 1 discov- 
ered when 1 got there that what 1 had to do 
was be a corpse. I was very angry! 

"My character had invented this killing 
machine, and right at the beginning of the 
episode I was shoved into my own inven- 


tion by Bill Franklin, and 1 screamed the 
place apart. We then filmed on the backiot 
of the studio, and 1 lay on a tomb wrapped 
in plastic with an enormous pink bow on 
me while the action went on around me. 
The sun was shining and all the condensa- 
tion was forming inside this plastic bag. 
and I was getting wetter and wetter. The 
first time 1 did it I had a much better pan!" 

Escaped Prisoner 

Staying with the Sixties. Bree was cast 
in The Prisoner, as Villicrs in Do Not 
Forsake Me Oh My DarHng. "The casting 


Facing the Nigel Stock 
version of The Prisoner 



director Ro.se Tobias Shaw chose me. 1 
didn't know the director, but I knew some 
of the actors. I never met Patrick McGoo- 
han because Nigel Stock took over his 
persona in that episode as Patrick was 
making Ice Station Zebra. 

"We filmed in a building at Boreham- 
wood. Nigel Slock and 1 had to ride in this 
lift which was like a series of coffins that 
are in peipetiial motion — they go up one 
side, across the top and down the other. 
You have to jump on and off because it 
never stops moving, and you have to time 
it carefully. 1 was trying to be polite to 
Nigel Stock, and 1 tried to get off the lift 
when it was waist high. It required a lot of 
practice. 

"1 attended a Prisoner convention in 
Borehamwood two years ago. and it was 
on the opposite side of the road from this 
building. I think the rest of the building 
was running the Gulf War. but there 
couldn't have been that much secrecy be- 
cause there were about five trips from the 
convention with groups of about twenty 
five a time." 

When asked his feelings about Channel 
Four's recent re-run of the .series. Bree 
admits to ha\'ing watched .several epi- 
.sodes. "Fd never seen Fall Out. and 1 was 
so impressed by the size of the sets. It must 
have been immensely complicated to do. 
with all the camera movement and the 
actors moving. They must have been very 
skilful." 
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Villain in Drag 

In complete contrast was a role in the 
children's series Ace of Wands, playing 
The Major in Sisiers Deadly. "I was this 
mad Major who was actually di.sguised as 
a hundred-year-old woman in a wheel- 
chair. and I had a gang of old ladies who 
did my crimes for me. I remember nearly 
falling over backwards when I was pre- 
sented with that script. It was very funny 
for a kids show. The director was Damol 
Blake, and I said to him. Tve got to do 
this, it's hilarious'. I was doing Shake- 
Below: The stages of unmasking in 
Ace of Wands 


In Doctor Who s The War Games, James Bree’s Security Chief (right) had to 
contend with the War Chief (Edward Brayshaw) 


speare when 1 was offered the part, and it 
was a good change. 

■'I had to sit for three hours in the make- 
up chair while two girls were having a go 
at my face, and sometimes there were 
three of them. I had to go to the canteen 
dressed as this old lady, and Ban y Foster 
sent me up rotten, 

"There was a marvellous lady called 
Sylvia Coleridge, who alas is now dead, 
who was my sidekick or my sister. I put 
the ‘tluence on everybody, but Michael 
McKenzie's ‘fluence was stronger than 
mine, so eventually I tore off my false 
face. That was my idea, which I thought 
was rather good, but I think it rather hor- 
rified the kids. I also remember in the 
studio my wheelchair nearly broke an im- 
portant pad of the .set..." 

Some readers may recall James Bree as 
the Physician in I, Claudius. "I'd known 
[director] Herbert Wise for years and it 
was the only time I'd worked with him. 
Patrick Stewart was in it. and I'd worked 
with Sian Phillips at the Royal Shake- 
speare Company. 

"I was the doctor who unintentionally 
gave Livia the idea of how she could poi- 
son her husband Augustus, becau.se all his 
food was being examined. It was a mar- 
vellous series. The music was by Wilfred 
Josephs, who was one of the three com- 
posers approached to write the title music 
for The Prisoner. His music was rejected, 
and Ron Grainer's was chosen." 


a different actor in the lead role. First was 
the 1969 epic The War Games, in which 
he was the Security Chief; "I remember it 
was a very complicated story: the Aliens 
were picking soldiers out of various ages. 
When we were sitting around having a 
readthrough. I said. ‘1 don't understand 
what it's all about'. The producer said. 
'We won't go into that', and I thought that 
was very immoral because I think it mat- 
ters what sort of fantasy you present, and 
1 think within that fantasy you have to 
have a logic and stick to it. It may be tosh, 
but you have a moral duty to present 
something logical. I do think you should 
be fair to the viewers," 

Bree spent much of the story sparring 
with Philip Madoc as the War Lord and 
Edward Brayshaw's War Chief. The inter- 
action between the three was electric. 
"John Nathan-Turner .sent me a magazine 
which said we were rather good villains. 
That arrived twenty years later. Alas Ed- 
w'ard Brayshaw' is dead; 1 did a thing not 
Bree’s Security Chief in the 
Doctor Who story The War Games 


A Rather Good Villain 


Bree has appeared in Doctor Who on no 
less than three occasions, each time with 
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Doctor Who: Full Circle “The set for the Decider’s Chamber was... jolly 
clever.” It was “made out of egg boxes, and it looked marvellous.” 
James Bree (standing at the back on the top level) 


sleep. Colin Baker was marvellous with a 
sick boy who was brought to the studio as 
a treat. He was a nice chap. I saw him 
doing Privates on Parade in which he 
was playing something very different and 
he was excellent." 

His strongest memories of the Trial 
story revolve around his costume: "In that 
costume I was a sort of stately battleship 
in full rig. Some years later it was bought 
by a fan at an auction, and eighteen 
months ago I got into it and opened a 
convention in Coventry [Panopticon j." 

These days James Bree is becoming 
something of a regular guest at both Who 
and Prisoner conventions, and is more 
than happy to reminisce about his work. 

Looking back over his varied career, he 
recognizes a requirement of most parts — 
something which has almost become cus- 
tomary. "I get used to dying in things," he 
laughs. "People kept saying to me. 'Please 
don't die in the next thing you do'." 

David Richardson 


very long ago that he was in. but unfortu- 
nately we never met in it." 

It was some eleven years before he re- 
turned to Doctor Who. as Nefred in Full 
Circle. By then Tom Baker was playing 
the lead role; how did Bree feel that he 
compared with Patrick Troughton? 
"Troughton was a smashing man. just ter- 
rific — a real professional. Tom would get 
times when he wanted to re-organise the 
script, and we'd have a long pause. Patrick 
just got on with it. Tom Baker was not 
having a good time with his health as he 
was having stomach pains, but he was 
rising above that splendidly. 

"In that one I was involved more with 
George Baker and Alan Rowe: we were 
the Deciders and we had great fun. George 
is like Patrick Troughton but more jokey, 
and Alan's a nice man. I remember some 
scenes where we were up high and Tom 
was down below, The set for the Decider's 
Chamber was designed by a girl whose 
family live two miles from where I come 
from in Somerset and she was jolly clever. 
She made it out of egg boxes, and it looked 
marvellous. 

“While we were doing Full Circle 1 kept 
on getting extra bits of script. 1 have to do 
a lot of preparation, and I can't do it like 
that, and I was getting disturbed about that 
until I realized it made the part better 
because it gave more depth." 

Keeper of the Matrix 

James Bree’s last Who appearance was 
as the Keeper of the Matrix in the final two 
episodes of The Trial of a Time Lord. "I 
remember the Time Lords were all ar- 
ranged in tiers behind the court, and I was 
vastly amused at them dropping off to 
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James Bree in his Keeper of the Matrix costume which he wore to open one of 
the Panopticons 
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